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95rn Concress, 3p Session. 


the adoption of Mr. Arnenton’s resolutions any 


House. He had been of opinion that, under these 
resolutions, they could have got on quietly and 
tranquilly during the rest of the session, and he 
believed every person acquiesced inthem. He 
believed every man in the slaveholding States, 
with the exception of a few fanatics 

The SPEAKER arrested Mr. R. as transgress- 
ing the limits of the question of order. 





tleman who made this appeal himself concurred 


with the Speaker, and why, then, persist in it? | 


He pught not to have made it. 


Mr. R.’s conviction was that the Chair ought | 


to be sustained, and his impression was that the 
only way by which the gentleman could have at- 


tained his object, was by a direct motion to reject, | 
and not to have brought up the subject of resolu- | 


tions already adopted. Mr. R. hoped the yeas 
and nays would be ordered, and in voting he 
would endeavor to set his colleague an example, 
by responding when his name was called. 


Mr. PICKENS maintained that there was a | 
wide distinction between the present resolution of | 


He | 


order and those adopted in former Fears. 
differed with Mr. Wise in his view of it, contend- 
ing that the words ‘* without further action 
thereon,’’ created this distinction, and left the 
question of reception untouched. There was even 


a still prior preliminary question, uniformly acted | 
onin the British Parliament, from which their | 


lex parliamentaria was derived, but which had 


came the question of reception. 
holding the paper makes no motion to that effect, 


but the (hair was bound to present the question | 


to the House for its decision. 


The gentleman from Virginia had alluded to a. 


compact. Mr. P. could assure the gentleman that 
he had consulted no man, in or out of the House, 
but his own colleagues. 

Mr. P. then briefly recapitulated the course 


before taken by the House, and insisted that the | 


question of rejection was never decided according 
to strict parliamentary usage. It was left in abey- 
ance, for when it was raised it was atatdiosly 
followed up by a motion to lay on the table, and 
thus the whole matter was disposed of. He agreed 
with the gentleman from Virginia that the ques- 
tion of reception was one of vital importance to 
the South, and one which he would never sur- 
render. The clause he had referred to preserved 
that question, and but for that he should not have 
voted for Mr. ATHERTON’s resolutions. 

Mr. ROBERTSON had voted for that resolu- 


tion with the impression that it did not conclude | 


the question of reception, but left it open in the 
eyent that ‘* further action’’ should be proposed 
on these petiuons, He thought the Chair right 
in deciding that the question of reception could 
hot now be entertained, but that the memorials 
Must go on the table, 


consider it precluded from raising the question 
of reception ? 


further excitement should have sprung uP. in that | 


But if the House should | 
decide on further action on them, would the Chair | 


er se 
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position he had always maintained on questions 


of this kind before, and declined voting upon it, 
one way or the other, until he could examine and 
judge for himself whether it could bear such a 
construction as to recognize the reception of pe- 
titions. 
struction, and therein he differed with his friend 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Pickens.] It seemed 
to Mr. G. that when a petition was presented, 


|, and then ordered to lie on the table, it was, to all 
r. RIVES would cheerfully yield submission | 
tothe Chair. Then, (continued Mr. R.,) the gen- | 


intents and purposes, ipso facto received. The 
act of disposing of a paper after presentation, 
presupposed its reception by the body making a 


disposition of it. Any other construction would | 
be to render the resolution itself a mere nullity. || 
This seemed to him one of the plainest propo- | 
sitions ever presented toa deliberative assembly. | 


The laying on the table was no preliminary stage, 
but a final disposition of the subject, or tanta- 


| mount to it, because no further action could be | 
| had thereon but by a suspension of the rules. 
'| No disposition said 

| it was in the possession of the House; and to be | 
|, in their possession, it must have been received. 
He contended that the resolution would have | 
borne this construction without the words  fur- | 


be made of a subject unless 


ther action,’’ which necessarily implied previous 
action; but those words put it beyond doubt. 
He refused to vote for Mr. Pinckney’s resolu- 
tion because it recognized the reception of peti- 
tions, and he had declined voting for Mr. AtHER- 
TON’s on the same ground. 


Mr. CRAIG considered Mr. Wise’s ground to || 
. be the true one, viz: that the presentation of a pe-— 
been left unnoticed by Mr. Jefferson—the leave 
to present. That was the first question, and then 
The member | 


tition, which presentation resulted in its being 
laid on the table, was in effect, to put that petition 
in possession of the House, for he was at a loss 
to perceive how it could get there without being 
received. Still, however, he denied, toto calo, that 


|| it was a concession to the petitioners of their right | 
It was, on the contrary, a virtual | 


to petition. 
denial of their right, and a rejection of their me- 
morial. If he understood the Speaker’s decision 
rightly, it was this: that when a petition gets on 
the table, the question gf its reception cannot be 
raised, because pro tanto it is already received and 
disposed of, and that decision he should sustain. 

Mr. TAYLOR, remarking that the case ap- 
peared to him to be too clear even to allow room 
for anargument against it, demanded the previous 
question, which was seconded, 99 to 62, and the 
main question ordered, put, and carried—yeas 
185, nays 6; as follows: 

YEAS-Messrs. John W. Allen, Anderson, Andrews, 


Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, | 


Bicknell Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, Brodhead, 
Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, John Calliioon, Cambreleng, 
Joun Campbell, William B. Campbell, Casey, Chaney, 
Chapman, Cheatham, Clark, Cleveland, Clowney, Coffin, 
Coles, Connor, Corwin, Craig, Crary, Cranston, Curtis, 
Cushing, Cushinan, Darlington. Dawson, Davee, Davies, 
Deberry, De Graff, Dromgoole, Dunn, Eimore, Evans, Ev- 
erett, Farrington, Fairfieid, Isaac Fletcher, Fillmore, Fos 
ter, Fry, Gallup, James & arland, Giddings,Glascock, Goode, 
James Graham, William Graham, Grantland, Grant, Gray, 


Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Halstead, Hammond, Hamer. Har. | 
rison, Harper, |iawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Herod, | 


Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William A. Hunter, Ing- 
ham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Henry Johason, 
Joseph Johnson, William C. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kennedy, Klingensmith, 


He believed it did admit of that con- | 
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Mr. ADAMS. Considering all the resolutions 
as unconstitutional — : 

The SPEAKER again interposed, and re- 
quested the gentleman from Massachusetts to 
take his seat. 

Mr. ADAMS. A violation of the Constitution 
of the United States. 

These words were thrown out by Mr, A. 
amidst much tumult, and very loud cries for 
** order,’’ in the course of which, 

The SPEAKER called onthe House to aid him. 

Something like silence having been restored, 

Mr. THOMPSON desired to know what aid 
the Speaker wished ? 

Mr. Apams having, in the interim, resumed 
his seat, 

The SPEAKER replied, none at all. 

The Clerk then proceeded with the roll, and, 
the name of Mr. Wise having been called, that 
gentleman rose and refused to vote. 

Mr. MERCER, on leave, submitted a resolu- 


| tion; which was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That all petitions and memorials presented to 
this House at the regular session of Congress, and referred 
to the several standing committees, on which no report was 
made, or in relation to which bills were reported, may be 
again referred to the same committees, at the pleasure of 
the members by whom they were respectively presented, 
on being handed, or a list thereof presented, to the Clerk. 


Mr. TURNEY moved to amend the resolution 
by inserting after the word ‘* memorial,’’ the 
words ‘papers and resolutions;’? which was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. LOOMIS proposed to amend the resolu- 
tion by adding after the word ‘* House,’’ the 


| words ‘* for want of action thereon;’’ and, after 


aconversationin which Messrs LOOMIS, GAR- 
LAND of Virginia, and ADAMS partook, the 
amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr. MERCER then modified his resolution so 
as to read ‘last ’’ instead of ** regular ’’ session. 
Mr. HARLAN moved that the resolution lie 


| upon the table; which motion was not agreed to. 


The resolution, as modified by the mover, was 


| then agreed to, 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, it was 


Resolved, That when the House adjourns to-day, it ad- 


| Journ to meet on Monday. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


On motion of Mr, ELMORE, sundry private 
bills from the Senate were taken up and referred. 


JOINT LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 


The House took up and concurred in the reso- 
lution from the Senate for the appointment of a 
Joint Library Committee, and ordered a commit- 
tee of three to be appointed on its part. 


HALF-PAY PENSIONS. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, on leave, presented the 


following resolution; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
the act passed the 7th day of Juiy, 1838, entitled “ An act 
granting half pay and pensions to ceftain widows,” so thet 
the benefits thereof may not be withheld froui said widéws 


Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lincoln, Loomis, Lyou, Mal- 
lory, Marvin, James M. Mason, Sampson Mason, Martin, | 
Maury, May, Maxwell, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abra- || 
ham McClellan, McClure, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, || 
Milligan, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Mor- | 
ris, Calvary Morris, Murray, Naylor, Noble, Noyes, Ogle, | 
Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Peck, Pickens | 
Plumer, Potts, Pratt, Putnam, Randolpli, Reed, Reily, 
Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Robertson, Robinson, Russell, Saw- 


for having married after the decease of the busband for 
whose services she may claim te be allowed a pension, if 
she would otherwise be entitied thereto. 

On motion of Me. BOULDIN, the House 
adjourned. 


The SPEAKER said it had not so decided. 
When that question should come up, it would be 
time enough to decide it. 

Mr. ROBERTSON expressed himself satisfied 
with that view of the point, concurring, as it did, 
with his own. 

Mr, GLA®COCK agreed with Mr. Wiss in his 





motion, and was also of opinion that the con- 
struction given to Mr. Arnerton’s resolution by 
the Chair, was in strict conformity not only with 


resolutions. 


table wi 


yer, Sheffer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, 


Shields, Sheplor, Sibiey, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stu- | 


art, Stone, Stratton, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thom- 


| as, Tillinghast, Titus, Toland, Toucev, Turney, Under- 

its own obvious meaning, but according to the | 

spirit and intent of the whole of the other similar | 

In looking at this resolution, it will | 

- be found that all memorials, &c., on the subject | 

of eT: or abolition, &c., shall be Jaid on the | 
tho 


wood, Vail, Vandeveer, Wagener, Webster, Albert 8. 


White, John White. Whittiesey, Sherrard Williains, Jared | 


W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Yell, and Yorke—185. 
NAYS — Messrs. Carter, Chambers, Crockett, Pope, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Word—6. 


Mr. ADAMS, when his name was called, said: 


The following gentlemen compose the select 
committee on steam-engines: Mesers. Senagayt, 
Hamer, Campsevt of South Carolina, Puzurs, 
Mewneres, YELL, and Boxpen. ra 


re 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 17, 1838. 
The PRESIDENT presented a communication 


ithout being printed, referred, or any fur-| I refuse to answer, considering all the resolu- | from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
ther action thereon. Now when that resolution | tions || a report from the Fifth Auditor in reference to 
was presented for consideration, he took the same | ‘The SPEAKER called Mr. A. to order. '! the erection of light-houses, buoys, &c., it: com- 
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pliance with the act of July 7, 1838; which was || Mr. DAVIS gave notice that he would to-mor- | 


ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
War, tranamitting a report from the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, in compliance with the act 
of May 29, 1838; which was ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. 

Also, » communication from the Secretary of 
the ‘I'reasury relative to the claim of Lieutenant 
Collins, concerning a survey of the southern 
coast; which was ordered to be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. WALL presented the petition of William | 


M. Perkins and others, remonstrating against 


i} 


_ United States marine corps. 


|| to authorize the President of the 


making Indian Key a port of entry; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. WALL presented the petition of sundry | 
Officers of the line of the Army, praying to be | 
allowed the same pay and emoluments as officers || 


of the staff; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 


Mr. LYON presented the Pare of Benjamin | 
H, 


H.* Wheelock, Frederic Stevens, Charles 
Taylor, Samuel Denton, and Edward Mundy, 
praying for the preémption right to a fraction of 


| morial of John M. Moore, on the files of the last || 


a section of land on which they have erected.a | 


steam saw-mill, in Ottawa county, Michigan, 


Also, the memorial of Edwin H. Lathrop, | 


agent of the county of Kalamazoo, in Michigan, 
praying that the act of the 26th of May, 1824, 
granting to the counties and parishes of each State 
where the public lands are situated, the right of 
preémption to quarter sections of land, for seats 
of justice, be so construed as to extend to said 
county a similar privilege. 


Mr. BENTON presented the petition of John | 


M. Hepburn, a clerk in the office of the Adjutant 
General, praying for increase of his salary; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Mrs. 


Hutchins, widow of a soldier of the late war, who | 


died in the service of the United States, praying 
for a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of James | 


H. Bradford, praying for a persion; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of a num- | 


ber of citizens of Indiana, asking fora grait of 
Jand to aid them in constructing a railroad; which 
was referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of William 
Crawford; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of James F. Baldwin, exec- 
utor of Loammi Baldwin, deceased; which was 
referred to the Committee on Cla:ms. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition ofa number 
of citizens of Illinois; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Wil- | 
fred Nott; which was referred to the Committee | 


on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Eunice Starr, widow of 
William Starr, a soldier of the Revolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 


The PRESIDENT communicated several pa- | 


pers in support of the claim of Samuel H. Thomp- 
son; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
Dr. William Thomas, praying for a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 


Mr. RIVES presented the petition of certain | 


officers of the revenue cutters of the United States, 
asking to be placed on the same footing, as to pay 
and emoluments, as the officers of the Navy; 


which was referred to the Committee on Com- | 


merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of 
Ferguson; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 





Mr. ROBINSON gave notice that he would | tion; which was considered and agreed to: 


to-morrow ask leave to bring in a bill to estab- 
lish a surveyor genera.'s office in the State of 
Illinois. 
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| pers from the files of the last session. 


|| David Stone, on the files of the last session, was 


row ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of | 
Irvine Shubrick. 
Mr. RIVES gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to bring ina bill to explain and 
amend the act for the better organization of the 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, gave notice that he 
would to-morrow ask leave to bring in a bill for | 
the relief of certain persons therein named. i| 

Mr. HUBBARD gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Dr. Samuel White. 

Mr. NORVELL gave notice*that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a joint resolution 
nited States to 


cause certain surveys to be made. eo 
Also, a bill to authorize the University of Mich- | 
igan to select other lands in lieu of those granted | 
them. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. | 
On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, leave was given | 
to Sarah Bowen to withdraw her petition and pa- | 


On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the me- | 


session, was again referred to the Committee on | 
Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, the petition of | 
John H. Hall, on the files of the last session, was 
— referred to the Committee on Military Af- | 
airs, 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, leave 
was given to withdraw the petition and papers of 
Dr. Coleman Rodgers, on the files of the last ses- 
sion, 

On motion of Mr. BROWN, the petition and 
prewe of Zephaniah Spiggot, on the files of the | 
ast session, were again referred to the Committee | 
on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, the petition and pa- | 
pers of George Taylor, on the files of the last ses- 
sion, were again referred to the Committee on | 


| Foreign Relations. 


On motion of Mr. STRANGE, the petition and | 


| papers of Dr. Cameron on the files of the last | 
| session, were again referred to the Committee on 


Revolutionary Claims. 
On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the petition of 


again referred to the Committee on Claims. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. YOUNG, on leave, and in pursuance of | 
notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of 
John W. Skidmore and others; which was read | 
twice and referred. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Isabella Hill and | 
others; also, a bill for the relief of Ephraim | 
Sprague; which were severally read twice and | 
referred. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, on leave, and in pur- | 
suance of notice given, introduced a bill to amend 
the act entitled an act to amend the several acts 
in relation to copyrights; which was read twice 


Mr. MERRICK, on leave, and in pursuance 
of notice given, introduced a bill to provide for a 
free bridge across the Eastern Branch, at the city | 
of Washington; which was read twice and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. ROANE, on leave, and in pursuance of | 
notice given, introduced a joint resolution direct- | 
ing the manner in which certain laws of the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia shall be executed; which was | 
read twice and referred. 

Mr. LYON, on leave, introduced a bill to amend 
the act for the confirmation of certain land claims 
in Michigan; which was read twice and referred. | 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. FULTON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing ports of entry 
at Batesville, Litde Rock, and Fulton, in the State of Ark- 
alisus. i 


.Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolu- | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to ‘quire into the expediency of making specific a ri- | 


atious for the improvement of the Rock river and Des || lands had 


| 
| 
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Moines rapids of the Mississippi river, so as to make saiq 
river navigable for steamboats at all seasons of the year 
when the navigation of the same is not obstructed by ice, 


Mr. WALL submitted the following resoly- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to; 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed 
to communicate to the Senate the sums of mouey paid out 
of the ‘Treasury under private appropriations tnade or pri. 
vate bills passed by Congress, since the first Monday jg 
December, 1833, distinguishing the amount thereof made 
at each session of Congress, during the said period, and the 
persons to whom, and for what purpose paid; and, also, 


| what sums, if any, remain unpaid. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following reso. 
lution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to re. 
port to the Senate at the commencement of the next stated 
session of Congress the nature and extent of the privileges 
and restrictions of the commercial intercourse of the Unij- 
ted States with all foreign nations, so as to show how far 
the commerce and navigation of this Republic are favored 
and encouraged, or burdened and restricted, in different 
countries, 


The resolution was laid over. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation to defray the expenses of calling into service 
Captain Suodgrass’s company of Alabama volunteers, to 
serve as a guard in accompanying a party of emigrating 
Cherokees from Bellefonte to Waterloo, in the State of 
Alabama. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which was considered and adopted; 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making provis- 
ion by law for the discontinuance of the office of surveyor 
general in the several States embracing the public lands, as 
soon as the surveys, plats, &c.,can be completed ; and, also, 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing land districts 
in which the public lands have been sold, 6r in which the 
sales have become inadequate to defray the expenses of the 
land officers therein, or to annex such districts to others 
necessary to be continued. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported, with an amendment, the bill for 
the relief of the owners of the brig Despatch. 

Also, without amendment, the bill to reward 
the captors of the privateer Lydia. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred the bill ** providing 
for the reduction and graduation of the price of 
the public lands,’’ with instructions to consider 
the same in a financial point of view, and to re- 
port their opinion on the probable effect thereof 
In ee or increasing the revenue from 
the public lands, made the following report: 

That, on being charged with this inquiry, the committee 
deemed it proper to communicate with the officer at the 
head of the Treasury Department, and to obtain the benefit 
of his opinion on the point submitted to them. That officer 
has replied, and has given it as his opinion that the effect of 
the bill for some time to come—to wit, for a period from 
five to ten years—would be to accelerate the sales of the 
lands 1o which the bill applies, and, consequently, to aug- 
ment the amount of revenue receivable from that source. 
In this opinion the committee fully concur, and believe that 
the state of the revenue for some years to come will be pre- 
cisely such as to demand and require this opportune aug- 


| mentation of income from the public lands. ‘The reduction 
and referred. {| 


of duties on imports, now in a regular course of diminution 
underthe act which is commonly called the “ compromise,” 
will attain its ultimate point of depression in the year 1842, 
and will reduce the revenue derived from the customs, ac- 
cording to the estimate of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
to the low amount of ten or twelve million dollars by that 
time. To supply this deficiency, an increased revenue from 
lands becomes highly desirable ; and the accelerated sales 
of the old lands which have been long in market, and sell 
slowly atthe present minimum price, are the obvious*means 
of effecting that increase ; and a reduction of price, as pro- 
posed in the bill, is the natural and effectual method of ac- 
celerating these sales. 

The whole quantity of land which would fall under the 
operation of the bill, according to areport made to Congress 
at its last session, by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, would be seventy-one million acres, distributed over 
nine States and one Territory, in the following proportions : 
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i 
Considering that these lands lie dispersed through nine | 
States and one Territory; that they extend from the north. | 
ern jakes to the Gulf of Mexico; that they lie intermixed 
with the cultivated Jands of several millions of farmers and | 
planters, to whom they mustbe desirable, although of infe- | 
rior value, provided they can be obtained at prices adapted || 
to their worth, the committee feel justified in believing that || 
the bill would accelerate their sale, and thereby supply the || 
deficiency of a declining revenue trom customs ; and there 
fore recommend the passage of the bill. in a financial point |! 
of view, as 4 measure beneficial to the Treasury, and com- 
ing opportunely to its aid. 
Such would be the direct and immediate effect of the bill. | | 
Its indirect aud consequential effect would also be benefi 
cial to the Treasury, by bringing into use aud cultivation 
many millions of acres of land, now idle and unproductive, | 
contributing nothing to agriculture, but which, in private || 
hands, would specdily be made productive, and, in swelling 
the aggregate of national wealth, would augment the means | 
of replenishing the Treasury. 1) 
The committee do not feel themselves called upon to || 
speak of the effect of the bill upon the interests of the States, 
and upon the welfare and convenience of the people among 
whom these seventy millions of acres of refuse lands lie; but | 
to show that there can be no conflict between the interests of | 
the Treasury and the interests of the new States and their 
inhabitants from the passage of the bill, they take leave to | 
give it as their opinion that the measure will be as benefi- | 
cial to the new States as tothe Federal Treasury ; that the | 
time has fully arrived when the new States should have the + 
use of these refuse lands for taxation, and their inbabitants 
should have the use of them for cultivation, and that the | 
whole should become private property; and that this can 
better be effected by reducing the price to the vaiue of the |! 
lands, than by waiting indefinite terms of years for the lands | 
to rise to the present minimum price. | 
The committee report back the bill with a recommenda- | 
tion to pass it; and they communicate to the Senate the 
jeter of the Secretary of the Treasury, with his opinion to 
the same effect. I 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the report was || 
ordered to be printed, together with ten thousand || 
extra copies for the use of the Senate. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. WALL on |) 


Thursday last was considered and adopted. 


THE CONGRESS 


| necessity, have voted for it. 


| Instead o 


|| easily raised means to pay off this debt. 


_whenever the Government was disposed to a 


| the money is still in deposit with the States. 


| do not reprobate the bill as passed, but think 


| pay an honest debt to an individual who holds my 











refute and correct a misrepresentation respecting | and its friends were not responsible for the many 


his position in regard to it.. He had given his 
support originally to the measure, but it was as | 
a deposit bill, not as one for distribution. Al- 


| though aware of the necessity of getting rid of 


the accumulated surplus, had he known its prac- | 
tical effect he could not, except as an extreme | 
hat he had said | 
the other day was applicable to the bill as it was || 
eens and in effect—a bill for distribution 
deposit. As a deposit act it provided | 


| that the Secretary of the Treasury might reclaim | 
| the moneys from the States whenever the exi- || 
| gencies of the Government rendered it necessary ; | 


but at a subsequent session it was so amended, || 


| atthe instance of an honorable Senator from Penn- | 


sylvania, (Mr. Boctanan,] as to take this discre- | 
tion from the Secretary. When it was proposed 

to create a national debt, he was willing to have | 
moved for the recall of this money. ‘The hon- | 
orable Senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives] said, | 
that to have recalled it at the last session, during 
the fiscal embarrassments, would have been ruin- 
ous to the States, and that nothing but a foreign 
war would be a justifiable cause for so doing; but 
I think that the States could, by their credit, have 
Under 
that state of affairs, Congress decided in favor | 
of a national debt in preference to reclaiming | 
the deposit with the States. One great benefit 
expected from the operation of this act was, that 





prodigality of expenditure, the States would be 
induced tointerpose and arresttheevil. Did they 
do so? It was expected that whenever the wants 
of the Government required more than their im- 
mediate means, these deposits would be a resource 
for us to draw on to supply the deficiency. Did 
we do so? No, sir; we have a national debt ex- | 
isting, on which we are paying interest, while 


Congress has, by its legislation, declared its most | 
unequivocal condemnation of the deposit act. I 


that, as no human being entertains the idea that | 
this money will be ever paid, the most honest | 
plan will be to strike it from the statute-book | 
altogether. 
The Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Browy] | 
has thought proper, in his remarks, to endeavor 
to make the minority of the body responsible for 
the acts of the majority; to make us responsible 
for the acts passed by the majority which they | 
may discover to be evil, and also for the loss of | 
measures which are defeated that they may deem | 
beneficial. In all mere party matters the Admin- | 
istration have the majority, and can pass what | 
acts they please. If economy is an Ad widietee- 
tion measure, the party can give our legislation 
that tendency. He has also thought proper to 
refer to m 
$5,000,000 for French spoliations prior to 1800. 
I cannot understand the economy of refusing to 


bond. Sir, | would drain your Treasury to the 
last cent, were it necessary for this purpose. I 
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eXtravagant appropriations that had been made 
here. The gentleman tells us (said Mr. B.) that 
these expenditures have been founded on esti- 
mates furnished by the executive departments; 
but surely the gentleman did not charge the mi- 
nority with the annual estimates of the Depart- 
ments; and he surely did not recollect that Con- 
gress, in its appropriations of the last session, 
exceeded the estimates some ten or twelve mil- 
lions. Surely the gentleman would not say that 
the Administration was responsible for this ex- 
cess. When he addressed the Senate last on this 
subject, he took occasion to say that, if the yeas 
and nays were examined, it would be found that 
at least two thirds of those voting for these extrav- 
agant expenditures were in the ranks of the Op- 
position. It was because some few friends of the 
Administration voted with the great body of the 
Opposition that these appropriations had been got 
through. It was well known that, for several years 
past, this body was nearly in an equilibrium, and 


| thata very few of the Administration party voting 


with the Opposition enabled them tocarry through 


| these appropriations which enabled them since tu 


raise the charge of extravagance against the for- 
mer. It was with the determination not to suffer 
himself and the party with which he acted to be 
identified with these extravagant expenditures 
that he felt called onto make the explanation 
which he did on Thursday last. The honorable 
gentleman surely did not recollect thatthe friends 
of the Administration had, until within a few 
years past, been in a minority in this body; and 
did the gentleman hold the Administration re- 
sponsible for expenditures voted for by a majority 
opposed to it? If he did, it was a new kind of 
political casuistry not very consistent with jus- 
tice. The gentleman spoke with regard to the five 
millions he proposed to give to the merchants for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; also, to the 
$40,000 he wished to appropriate for the purchase 
of paintings, as well as the $50,000 he wished to 
lay outina library. The gentleman also spoke 
of his liberal views, and his regard for the fine 
arts. Now, he had no objection to the gentleman 
indulging in his liberality, but he certainly did 
object to his doing so, and afterwards charging 
the Administration and its friends with the ex- 
travagance it led to. He admired the taste of the 
gentleman for the fine arts; and had no objection 
to his indulging it—it was a refined and noble 
taste; but Congress had no constitutional power 
to encourage the fine arts; and it was a matter 
more proper for the exercise of the gentleman’s 
own private liberality. 

With regard to the sub-Treasurers to whom 
the gentleman alluded, and some of whom had 
escaped from the United States, he would only 


tice have spoken of the banks through whose aid 
they perpetrated their frauds. It was a part of 
the deposit bank system, that through the means 
of these banks, these frauds were so long con- 
cealed. It was because the officers of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States had no means of 
looking into the vaults of these banks, that these 


= 5 | never supported a niggard economy, that would 
; APPROPRIATION BILL. 19 || defeat the ends of Government by straitening the 
The bill from the House making appropriations || means for an efficient administration of it. The 


in part for the support of Government for the || purchase of the library of Count Bourtillini would 
year 1838-39, was read twice, and, on motion of | : 


w ( | have reared a noble monument to our literature, 
Mr. WRIGHT, referred to the Committee on || and would have been the means of diffusing in-| 
Finance. || formation which cannot be derived from any other | 
PAY OF BREVET OFFICERS. || source in the United States. As to the paintings, 

The bill explanatory of the act to regulate the || he did not profess to be a connoisseur in such 
pay and emoluments of brevet officers was read | Matters; but his proposition was, to submit the 
the second time, and referred to the Committee | selection of the paintings to competent judges. 
on Military Affairs. || Though he did not profess to have any great skill 

i 


course on the bill appropriating | 
| 


BILLS PASSED. | in the fine arts, yet he had a taste for paintings; | 

The following bills were severally read the | ane Ne bene ty eee Soe we ee me | 
shied dtecn- aad tna || halls of Congress with specimens of the fine arts 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of John Bra- | than with barbaric gold and pearl. He was per- | 


. : : | feetly willing to incur the opprobrium of that sort 
Denner of public moneys at Huntsville, || of extravagance that adds to the welfare, the | 
The bill for the relief of William Jones; and _|| "Por; or the glory of our common country. 


Mr. BROWN, in reply, observed that he would 
not have made the remarks the gentleman referred 
to on Thursday last, but for the repeated charges 
| made by gentlemen on the other side of the Cham- | 
The bill to postpone the fourth installment of || ber of extravagance against the Administration | 
the deposit act was taken up as the order of the || and its friends. It was well known that this was | 
day; when one of the great engines by which the Opposition | 

Mr. PRESTON said his object in rising, when || sought to prostrate the Administration; and he | 
this subject was last before the Senate, was to 


_ The bill to establish an additional land office | 
in the State of Alabama. 


FOURTH INSTALLMENT OF DEPOSIT. | 





felt it, therefore, to be his duty to show that it | 


men were enabled to conceal their defaications. 
Had there been a sub-Treasury—if the officers of 
the Government had had the right of looking into 
the safety of the public money, there would have 
been none of these frauds committed. It was be- 
cause the public money was put in the vaults of 
the banks, where all scrutiny into its safety was 
precluded, that these frauds had been so long cou 
cealed. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Crar’s 
amendment to postpone the installment to the lat 
of January, 1840, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 17, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, Cla 
Crittenden, Davis, Foster, Knight, Merrick, Prentiss . 
Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Spence, Swift, Tall. 
madge. and Tipton—17. 

N .Y3—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mor- 
ris, Nichojas, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, e . 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Walker, Wail, Williams 
of Maine, Williams of Mississippi, Wright, and Young—26. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, without a division. 

The following bills were taken up and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading: 

The bill for the relief of William Hast; 


observe that the gentleman might with great jus- 
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The bill to prevent the counterfeiting of foreign 
coin, and for the punishment thereof; 

The bill to punish certain offenses against the 
United States; 





The bill confirming the sales of certain reserve. | 


tions; 
The bill granting to the county of Kalamazoo, 


State of Michigan, the right of preémption to cer- | 


tain quarter sections of the public lands; 

The bill for the relief of John Newton; 

The bill for the relief of Jean B. Valle; 

on bill for the relief of Laurent B Millaudon; 
an 

The bill for the relief of Walter Loomis and 
Abel Gre with an amendment. 

The bill for completing certain roads commenced 
by the United States in the State of Michigan, 
was taken up, and on the question of ordering it 
to be engrossed the vote was—yeas 16, nays 16; , 


t. 

Mr. MORRIS gave notice that to-morrow he | 
would move for a reconsideration of this vote. | 

The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road wea-pespente and made the order of the | 
day for Wednesday week. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. HOBBARD, the Sente went 
into the consideration of executive business; and 
after some time spent therein the doors were re- 
opened. 


COURT AT JACKSON. 


The bill to amend the act to require the judges 
of East and West Tennessee to hold a court at 
Jackson, in June, was read the second time, and 


considered as in Committee of the Whole, and | 


ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, December 17, 1838. 


Mr. FRY asked leave to submit the following 
resolution: 


to communicate to this House (if not incompatible | 
with the public interest) whether, since the commencement | 
of the present session of Congress, any call has been made 
upon the executive department of this Government, by the 
Governor of Pennsylvania, for an armed force of United 
States troops, and what (official) correspondence (if any) 
hus taken place between him and the Governor of said State 
in relation to said call; and whether any arms, powder, ball, 


or buckshot, or other munitions of war, have beeniurnished | 


by the United States to any of the troops in Pennsylvania 
recently called out by order of the Executive of thac State’ 

Objection being made, 

Mr. F. moved a suspension of the rules; on 
which motion, 

Mr. BEATTY demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. WISE said if it was in order, he should 
like the gentleman to state the object of the reso- | 
lution. Mr. W. did not know that he had any 
particular objection to it. 


} 


but by the unanimous consent of the House. 


Mr. FRY said he had no objection if the House || hausted, to find opprobrious epithets to apply to 
|; a people who dared to assert their rights against 


would indulge him. [Cries of ** No!”’ ** No!’’} 
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|| Governor of said State; and what measures, if any, the | 
| President has taken to investigate and punish said acts; 
| and whether such officers still remain in the service of the 


| a time when excitement appeared to be subsiding 


| ‘it here. 


‘| Why this parade about buckshot, &c.? Did it not 


| It was a cunning device, by long articles which 
| few would take the trouble to master, to distract 
attention from the point which must cause all 


| to Princeton, no one stopped to inquire what their || 


|| General Washington instantly dispatched a mili- 


|| more pause to examine these pretexts than if the || 
/| same mob had rushed into the court-house and | 
| driven out judge and jury, on the pretended ap- || 


| think it necessary to enter into the details of the || 
|| case before expressing his deep and honest indig- 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- | nation at what must break upall government and || 


all security for life and property. He repeated |, 


_ of that State were now attempting to perpetrate) | 
| had not been stigmatized by his colleague [Mr. | 












Grantland, Halted, Harper, Hastings, Hopkins, Jenifer 
Lincoln, James M. Mason, Sampson Mason, Maxwell, Mc- 
Kennan, Mercer, Mitchell, Noyes, Ogle, Pearce, Putnam, 
Randolph, Reed, Rives, Russell, Saltonstall, Sibley, Stan- 
ly, Stratton, Thowms, Tillinghast, Underwood, Vail, Web- | 
ster, Sherrard Williams, Christopher H. Williams, aud 
Yorke—55. 

The resolution being before the House, 

Mr. CUSHING submitted the following amend- || 
ment, which Mr. Fry accepted asa modification: 

And whether any officer of the United States instigated || 


————————— 





'| Or participated in certain late riotous proceedings in the || 


State of Pennsylvania, as alleged in the proclamation of the | 
; 


United States. 


Mr. BIDDLE said he did not rise to combat | 
this resolution, yet it was to be regretted that, at | 


elsewhere, an attempt should be made to revive 
Might it not seem abroad to spring from | 
a wish to inflame and exasperate, rather than 
from a grave and sincere pursuit of information? 


betray a feeling which lurked, say unconsciously, 
beneath a fair outside? He would not be drawn | 
into a discussion of the pretext which had led to 
violence and outrage, although prepared to do so. 





thoughtful men to regard these transactions with 


astonishment and shame. When the mutineers, | 


in sacs 1; mca men with fixed bayonets at the | 
doors of Congress, and compelled an adjournment 


! 
| 


prevented ‘ grievances ’’ were. There was a | 
urst of indignation over the whole country, and 


tary force to the scene of violence. He would no 


prehension of an unjust verdict. No one would | 


} 


his regret that his honorable colleague hadthought || 


itexpedient thus, like the son of Noah, to lay || izen officer under the 


bare to the derisive gaze of the world that over || 
which a pious tenderness would rather have | 


Mr. PETRIKIN said he should have silently | 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





ecember 17, 


expressed, as they had previously attempted to 
corrupt and destroy the elective franchise at the 
recent general election. 

Mr. P. said he saw at Harrisburg what is ay 
anomaly in the United States, and he believed also 
in the despotic Governments of Europe, in modern 


| days at least, the military furnished with cart. 


ridges, consisting of ball and three buckshot, to 
fire upon an unarmed people. He had brough; 
one with him [holding it up to view] to exhibit 
to citizens of all parts of the Uniong and let them 
anticipate what the people are to expect from the 
tender mercies of the Bank-Whig-Antimasons 
and Abolitionists, if unfortunately their party 
should get the Government into their hands. Yeg 
sir, (said he,) this is an earnest of what the peo. 
ple may expect if ever the country should be 
cursed by an Administration amalgamated of such 
materials. We will then see the armed soldiery 
throughout the Union, as they now are in Penn. 
sylvania, furnished with the same kinds of muni- 
tions, to shoot down the people if they assemble 
peaceably to assert their rights. It was, in the 
estimation of this same Bank-Whig party, wick- 
edly cruel, to use buckshot cartridges during the 
war of 1512 against the enemies of our country; 
but it now is perfectly humane and right to use 
them against our own citizens. 

Sir, (said Mr. P.,) we hear complaints made 
that. the United States officers are at Harrisburg, 
participating in what the gentleman and his par- 
tisans calla mob. I saw more than one person 
there who are officers under the United States 
Government, and who were brought there, not 
of their own volition, but by Governor Ritner and 
his partisans—dragged from their homes, their 
family, and their business, by his unlawful and 
arbitrary mandate, to shoot down their peaceable 
and unarmed fellow-citizens. The gentleman, in 
his haste to join in the cry against the officers of 
the United States Government, forgets to tell us 
that an officer of that Government, one of the 
** decency party,”’ like himself, has furnished Gov- 
ernor Ritner and his people with fixed ammuni- 
tion to slaughter the peaceable citizens of Penn- 
sylvania. ‘This part of the story he wishes kept 
behind the curtain, and he will, no doubt, applaud 
this violation of duty by that officer; but if a cit- 

United States Government 
happen to say that the people ought to rule, and 
are right, then he and his party join in the hue 


Government also. 





voted for this resolution, if the Democracy of | 
Pennsylvania (who were peaceably resisting the 
usurpations which the Bank-Whig-Abolitionists 


Bippie] asa mob. He would not be doing his 


| duty if he were silently to suffer the independent | 


freemen of his native State to be thus slandered. 
He now repelled the gross charge with that indig- 
nation which it merits. He said he had been hab- 


) Bee : || ituated to see in the Bank-Whig-Abolition news- 
The SPEAKER said it would not be in order | 


papers, and to hear from their partisans, the whole | 
vocabulary of billingsgate ransacked and ex- | 


} 


The question was then taken, and the rules || the domineering bank aristocracy. They have | 
were suspended—yeas 138, nuys 55; as follows: | been pleased to style them mobs, swinish multi- | 


YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, | 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, 
‘Biddie, Birdsall, Bond, Boon, Borden, Bouldin Brodhead, 
‘Browson, John Calhoou, Cambreteng, Willian: B. Campbell, | 
Jotun Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Cheatham, Clark, 


} 


tude, jacobins, disorganizers, destructives, dirty- | 
shirts, locofocos, and every other name which | 
this self-styled ‘‘ decency party,” in their fruitful | 
imaginations, could invent to render the Democ- | 


Coffin, Coles, Counor, Crabb, Cushing, Cushinan, Darling- || racy of Pennsylvania odious at home and abroad; | 


ton, Davee, Dromgoole, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, 
Isaac Fietclhicr, Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Rice 
id, Glascock, Goode, William Graham, Grant, 
Graves, Gray, Grenuell, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Har- 
rison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Herod, Holt, How. | 
ard, Habley, Ingham, Thomas B, Jacksou, Jabez Jackson, 
Uenry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, | 
Kemble, Kennedy, Klingensmith, Leadbeuer, Lewis, 
‘Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, Martin, Maury, McKay, | 
Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, Miller, Montgom. | 
ety, Moore, Morgan, Matthias Morris, Samuci W. Morris, | 
‘aiyary Morris, Naylor, Noble, ?arker, Parmenter, Parris, | 
ynter, Peck, Peunybacker, Phetps, Potts, Pratt, Rariden, | 
ly, Ridgeway, Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, Sawyer, | 
Sheifer, Augustine 8. Shepperd, Churies Shepard, Shieids, 
Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stuart, Stone, 
Swearingen, Taliaferro, Titus, Totand, Toucey, Towns, | 
Parney, Avert 5. White, Joan White, Whittlesey, Jared 
W. Wiliams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Word, and Veil 
1S 
MAYS - Mesere. Heman Atian, John W. Allen, Averi-, 
Briggs. Withaw B. Cathona, Chambers, Childs, Clowney, 
Corwin, Craig, Cranston, Crockett, Davies, Dennis, Danu, | 
Evans, Eyeewti, Reward .Fiewber, Fillmare, Giddings, 


taking care always to combine, as in the present | 
instance, those epithets with a false statement of | 





thrown a mantle. - | and cry, not only against the individual, but the 


If people, peaceably assembled to prevent the 
usurpation of their rights and the subversion of 
the Constitution and their liberties by abandoned 
and unprincipled men, be a mob in the estima- 
tion of my colleague and of his party, then (said 

Mr. P.) I glory in being a Democrat and one 
| of the people, whether they be called a mob, 

swinish multitude, Jacobin, Locofoco, or by 

whatever name they may be styled. They who 

are now arming themselves in Pennsylvania are 
| ready to assert their rights against all encroach- 
ments, from whatever quarter they ag be at- 
| tacked, whether by foreign invaders or domestic 
| traitors. As to the resolution before the House, 
| he thought it ought to pass, that the Representa- 
tives of the people, and the people themselves, 
should know by what authority the arms and 
ammunition of the United States had been fur- 
nished to use against the peaceable citizens of his 
State. He had no doubt, however, that the gen- 
tleman [Mr. Bippte] and his party would much 
rather not let this outrage upon their brethren in 
Pennsylvania come before the public in an official 
and authentic way that cannot be denied. 





| facts. He said he had just returned from Harris- | 


| burg, and saw no mob there, unless the military 


|| brought from Philadelphia, in direct violation of | 


| the constitution and laws of the State, by Gov- 
/ernor Ritner and his Bank-Whig-Antimasonic- 
| Abolition advisers, to shoot down the unarmed 
| citizens of Pennsylvania, be that mod. He saw 
| that mob, armed, and furnished with cartridges 
| and ball and buckshot, to shoot down, he would 
' reiterate, the unarmed citizens of his State, who 
were peaceably and constitutionally asserting 
their rights, and at the same time declaring their 
intention to support the Constitution and Jaws in 
their purity, and to prevent the epee of all 
the powers of the government by a 


j 


Mr. NAYLOR said that he would vote for the 
resolution as it had been modified; but that, at the 
same time, he must express the hearty regret 


before the House in the form in which it now 
stood. He congratulated the country, however, 
if indeed it was a cause of congratulation, that 
| the members of the Administration party were 
themselves beginning to move for inquiries. He 
knew what the object of the inquiry was so soon 
as the motion was submitted this nine He 
| knew that its object was political effect and polit- 
| ical excitement. It was to furnish paragraphs to 
the Globe, and to sustain the officers of the Gov- 


which he felt that this subject had been brought 


nd of un- | ernment of the United States in their efforts to 


principled demagogues, who were attempting to 1 usurp, through the medium of a mob, the gov- 
ernment of the State of Pennsylvania. 


| setaside the will of the majority, fairly and clearly | 
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carrer 
I do not recollect (continued Mr. N.) that my | 
honorable colleague who first addressed the House — 
[Mr. Bippte} said anything about the persons | 
engaged in this matter at Harrisburg. Ido not 
recollect that he said anything to call forth the 
warlike ire of him who has just preceded me, 
{Mr. Peramin.} But I say now, in my place, 
and | know exactly what I say, that they were | 
for the most part a mob—men, some of them, | 
oing from the county of Philadelphia, having no | 


interest in Harrisburg, led on by the officers of | 


the General Government, for the purpose of de- | 
claring to the Legislature, assembled under the 
Constitution and the laws, that thus they should | 


do, that ‘‘ thus far they should go, and no fur- || 


ther.’’ 

But yet the gentleman [Mr. Perrixin] says | 
that these men were peaceable citizens, and no 
mob. Let me state a fect. I have myself re- 
ceived letters since my arrival in this city, since | 
the commencement of these disturbances, telling 
me—yes, Sir, warning me—appealing to my fears, 
and telling me that if 1 dared to come here and 


—the same men who 
at Harrisburg would throng your Hall, would | 
speak from your gallery, and drive you, sir, from | 
thatchair! I appeal to the people of the country | 
—I ask every man in this House, be he a Dem- | 
ocrat or what he may, to whatever party he may 
belong—I appeal to you as the descendants of 
the men of “76—1 ask you, what think, you of 
those who would make such threats? Are they 
aceful, law-abiding citizens, or are they a mob? 
Task you whether you intend to sustain these 
men in the work of wrong, of outrage and usur- | 
pation, which they have commenced ? 
Mr. Speaker, | know something of the contro- | 
versy now going on at Harrisburg. I have, in- 
deed, occasion to know something about it, for 
the immediate and primary cause of the whole | 
was an attempt to cheat me out of my right to a | 
seat on this floor, to which I was elected by a 
large majority of the freemen of the third congres- 


sional district of Pennsylvania—the people whom | 


I represent. And, sir, if it be not out of place 
here, seeing that much has been said of an indef- | 
inite Gagosian by the gentleman who immediately 
preceded me, (Mr. Perarixin,] I will briefly relate, | 
in order that the people may know, what are the | 
causes of the unhappy controversy now going on | 
at Harrisburg, if snp an outrage can be called a 
controversy. 

These subjects, Mr. Speaker, have all been | 
alluded to. Deeply as I am interested in them, | 
and deeply as.I believe the honor of my State 


and of those whom I represent here to be involved || 


in them, still I should have said nothing about | 
them had they not been alluded to by the gentle- 
man who last addressed the House, |Mr. Perai- | 


KIN. 

Ny. PETRIKIN was understood to disclaim 
allusion to those things. 

Mr, NAYLOR. Sir, the gentleman has talked 
of Whig mobs, of Bankites, of Biddleites, of | 
Ritnerites, and all other kinds of ites that run so | 
vividly through his imagination. For myself, I | 
know no such distinction. I speak of my peo- | 
ple as the American people, as my countrymen; 
when they are right P wall sustain them without 
regard to party, and when they are wrong I must | 
commiserate their errors, while at the same time | 
l oppose them. The whole controversy arises, 
as | have said, from an unhallowed attempt, by 
fraud and violence, to take from me my seat on 
this floor. 

The SPEAKER here inter 
the question as to the right of any party toaseat | 
in this House was not now under discussion, and | 
“ any debate directed to that point was out of | 
order. 

_Mr. NAYLOR. Iam not going to assert my | 
right toa seat. This House, 1 know, has not the | 
right to decide on that question. When I present | 


myself here in the legislative hall of my country, | 


as, God willing, I intend to do, in defiance of the 

empty threats and the loudly denounced terrors | 
of these men, it will then be for the House to de- | 
termine whether I shall take my seat, or whether | 
they will hallow fraud, trample on the suffrages | 


of the people I represent, by aiding another per~ 
atl f te a is a.mem- |, 
ber of the Administration, party! I say, then, .. 


son in the usurpation of it, 


that Lam not about to show that I am entitled to 


| follow him, so far at least as to reply to his state- | 


| you deny me this reasonable boon ? 


| man’s colleagues had entered upon the merits of | 
| this question, nor was it in order so todo, Any- 
|| thing relating to the resolution was in order. 


|| perfectly. My colleague (Mr. Perrixi] has | 
attempt to take my seat—a seat to which | had || 


been honored bya we wey of nearly a thousand || 
iad figured in these scenes | 


|, ernment—one of them the man who has been | 


| it; they would stifle it. 


|| truth there in defiance of them; and will do it! | 


d,and saidthat ord 
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. The SPEAKER said that that motion would 
a seat in the Twenty-Sixth Congress, except for || take precedence of the demand for the previous 


the mere purpose of connecting this matter with | question. ‘The question, however, could only be 
the other, that the whole subject may be under- 


put on leave to proceed in order, as no member 
stood; for, without a knowledge of the one, you || could, by the rules, have Jeaye to proceed out of 
cannot understand the other. For this purpose, 


order, 
I want to go into the history of the transaction; The yeas and nays were demanded on the mo- 
and as the gentleman who has preceded me has | tion for leave; which were ordered, anl being 
gone so wide of the mark, and prated of blood | taken, were—yeas 150, nays 33. 
and war, and the majesty of the assembled peo- || 


| So leave was granted to Mr. Narior to pro- 
ple at Harrisburg, I hope I may be permitted to | ceed with his remarks. 


| Mr. NAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, I am at @ loss 
ments, and disclose the whole truth! I ask for || to know what is in order. A moment ago it was 
liberty to speak the truth! Not to advocate any | in order, as I understood, for my colleague [Mr. 
party, but merely to state the truth! And will | Perrixin] to bandy harsh epithets; to calla por- 
| tion of the Legislature of Pennsylvania Bankitea, 
The SPEAKER again interposed, and said that || Antimasons, Ritnerites, and Federalists; to say 
he did not understand that either of the gentle- | that the men who had been carrying on their 
movements at Harrisburg were nota mob, but the 
Democracy of Pennsylvania assembled in their 
majesty, and peacefully and legally asserting their 
rights; and now I understand that it is not in order 
to disprove these allegations, maintain the side of 
stated that these persons engaged at Harrisburg | the law and constitution, and to vindicate the 
were not a mob, but that they were the assembled | officers of the law! 
Democracy of Pennsylvania, peaceably obeying || The SPEAKER said his decision had been 


Mr. NAYLOR. 


I understand the resolution | 


| the requisitions of duty! I take issue with him || that it was not in order to wander from the sub- 


on that point, and I wish to refer to the history || ject before the House, by entering into questions 
of these transactions to show that the position | connected with thg election returns in Pennsy!- 
he has assumed cannot be maintained. vania. 

The SPEAKER again interposed, and directed Mr. NAYLOR. What I say is, then—and I 
the attention of Mr. N. to the subject-matter of the |, speak with entire respect to the Chair—that it ia 
resolution, and the facts connected therewith. _—_|| impossible for me to controvert any of the posi- 

Mr. NAYLOR. Well, then, as I cannot state || tions assumed by my colleague, unless | am per- 


| the truth, but can state the facts,even, | suppose, || mitted to state facts, truth; and if it be out of 


‘ 
if they are true, | will mention as the first fact— | order to state the truth, then I have nothing more 
a fact which is conceded on all sides—that I was | to say! 
elected a member of the Twenty-Sixth Congress. | The SPEAKER said that the only desire of the 
I state another fact, that certain persons in Phil- || Chair was, to confine the debate within its proper 
adelphia, assisted by officers of the General Gov- || limits, although sometimes remarks were made 
which it was not in the power of the Chair to 
most active in the disturbances at Harrisburg— | arrest on the moment. It was possible, in the 
resolved to cheat me out of the due returns for || present case, that the true boundary had been 
my seat. That is another fact, an incontrovert- || exceeded before the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
ible fact, which no man who has the least regard | [Mr. Nayzon] rose; but the Chair must look 
for truth will deny. ! strictly to the subject-matter of the resolution. 
I assert, as the third fact, that these men, and || There was nothing on the face of it connected 
among them this officer of the General Govern- |) with the elections in Pennsylvania which could 


| ment and the man who was my opponent—the || warrant any discussiog in relation to them. 


man who, had he lived in the days which ““tried || Mr. NAYLOR. I want to show from facts 
men’s souls,’’ ** would have been a Tory”’—went || that are incontrovertible, not that one or the other 
before the seventeen return judges and endeav- || set of candidates are entitled to their seats, but 
ored to get ten of them to make a partial return || that such a state of things had been produced in 


| of the county of Philadelphia—such a return as || Pennsylvania as to devolve it upon the Legisia- 


would suit their own purposes. || ture, as an irresistible duty, to decide upon the 
The SPEAKER said all this was entirely out || matter between the claimants for seats. | want 
of order. |, to show that the individuals who raised this dis- 
Mr. NAYLOR. The members of the Admin- | turbance were the very individuals who prevented 


_ istration party move for inquiries. Oh, yes, they || a return of members to the Legislature from the 


must occasionally have an inquiry; but, sir, they || county of Philadelphia, who made it the duty of 
hate to hear the truth; they would trample upon || the Legislature to investigate the whole matter; 
If I cannot speak the || and that, after having imposed upon the Legis- 

truth here, I can atleast do so over my own name || lature this duty, which it could not throw off, 
in the newspapers. Yes, sir; I can speak the | which it must meet and perform, they go to Har- 
risburg, ery aloud for blood, and say io the Le- 
The whole story shall be told. || gislature: ** You shall not investigate and decide 
The SPEAKER again called to order. | the question; we will decide it for you, and, if 
Mr. NAYLOR. ell, sir, these ten return) you dare: resist our decision, we will drive-you 
judges did do as they were commanded. They | from the capitol!’’ This, sir, is what | want to 
did make a return, such as had been required, of || prove;and Icanproveit. Ido not want to maine 
something upwards of two thirds of the votes of || tain the right of either set of candidates to their. 


| the county. The other judges would have made || seats, 


a correct return, and begged for hours, in the || Mr. BEATTY rose to a point of order; and, 

Hail of Independence, in Philadelphia, to be |; Mr. NAYLOR having requested Mr. B. to re~ 

allowed to make a full and correct return for the | duce his point of order to writing, 

whole county. But, sir-—— || The SPEAKER said he did not perceive that 
The SPEAKER said the gentleman was out of | -" — remarks of the gentleman were out 

rder. | of order. 

Mr. NAYLOR said he knew that truth some- 1 Mr. NAYLOR. Then, Mr. Speaker, I must 
times was a very disagreeable thing. And then |, return to the place where 1 was when | was ori- 
took his seat. || ginally arrested. I must state facts in order to 

Mr. BIRDSALL was understood to say that, || show the justice of nvy conclusions. 1 do not 
as he did not see that any useful object could be. desire to waste the time of this House, nor to 
attained by protracting this debate, he would || — — ite rules. 
move the previous question. | TheSPEAKER. If the gentleman again fol- 

Mr. NAYLOR claimed the floor. He had-not | lows the course of remark which he intimates his 
yielded it, except in obedience to what he under- || intention to do, the Chair must do its duty, 
stood to be the injunction of the Speaker that he || Mr. NAYLOR. In the first place, then, i state 
should take his seat. | that there were no legal returns from the county 

The SPEAKER said he had understood the | of Philadelphia to t!:e Legislature of Pennsyive- . 
gentleman from Pennsylvania as having yielded } nia; because, among others, some of the individ~ 
OMe WI E ed that the gentleman fi | Reebcpirsabeed dhe and omteheg be: 

* SE mov ror |! ose returns; ‘being t 
Pennsylvania have leave to proceed in order. | case, the Legislature»was obliged, by the con 





a 


Ee es 





one 


re a ce aiae noes 
4 anette 
Sine Se 7 


pins 


inh EI ae ie ere 








ene ok 


38 THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 

















December 17, 





stitution and the laws, to decide between the two || nays? Theinquiry came from an extraordinary | Pennsylvania that he sought the information, and 


sets of claimants. 

Then I state, as another fact, (for I will not | the other day from a gentleman from Massachu- 
enter into detail,) that these men, and others who | setts, [Mr. Apams,] and I appeal to that gentle: | 
prevented the returns and imposed upon the Le- | man to say whether he had found the Adminis- 
gislature the necessity of deciding the mattcr, pro- | tration party willing to join him in sustaining his 
ceeded to Harrisburg for the purpose of declaring || inquiry? No, sir; that was an inquiry which 
that the Legislature should not decide this matter; || the country demanded, and which would expose 
that they drove the Speaker from the chair, called || to the light of day the doings of those in high 
aloud for the blood of individual members by || places’connected with the General Government. 
name, and threatened the Governor of Saree || That inquiry was smothered ! 
vania, who has been stigmatized here (for, I sup- | Mr. HOPE 

ose that the gentleman who made use of the term || order. 
intended it as a stigma) as being an Antimason || Mr. NAYLOR. I wasinterrupted and appealed 
and a Federalist. There was no government. || to by the gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. 
For the space of nearly a week the Executive of || Wuitt.esey,] who sustained his appeal by an 
Pennsylvania could not get to the Executive | argument addressed to me. All this was in order 
Chamber. The members of the Legislature could | 
not get to their seats; the doors were closed against | to make a reply to that appeal, the moment my 
them, and only the favored few, whom these men: | lips are open to vindicate myself, [ am out of or- 
thought proper to admit, were admitted. Under | der. What kind of justice is this? 
these circumstances, I suppose, for | know noth- || The SPEAKER said it was not in order. The 
ing about it, the Executive of Pennsylvania called | gentleman must confine his remarks to the ques- 
on the Executive of the United States to interfere; | 
and ‘for doing this, he has been stigmatized in the || Mr. NAYLOR. I will say no more. I should 
ranting tirade to which we have listeaed, from | have liked, for the sake of the country, to have 
my colleague, (Mr. Perrixiw,] who, I blush to | told the truth and the whole truth of this disgrace- 
own it, has openly encouraged this resistance to |, ful disturbance ! In doing which, I would have 
law, and publicly gloried in the outrages which I || favored no party. I would have told the naked 
*2el have so deeply disgraced Pennsylvania. | truth! But, sir, you would not suffer me. You 

Now, L ask if the Governor of Pennsylvania | will have inquiry sometimes—yes, you will have 
‘ould not call to his aid the militia of the State, , inquiry—but, then, the inquiry must be partial, 
when threatened by a revolutionary movement on || all on one side! You will ask for information— 
the part of a mob, when the sheriff of the county || but you want information all in your favor. I 
and some of the civil authorities had united with |! asked to tell the whole story, and I was gagged. 
that mob, to arrest the Governor in the execution || This House, or at jeasta portion of it * hates the 
of the laws and in the performance of his func- || light because its deeds are evil.”’ 
tions, what would have been the situation of | Here Mr. Naytor was loudly called to order. 

| 


CINS here called Mr. Naytor to 


tion before the House. 


Pennsylvania? She would have been without a |; Mr. BRONSON moved the previous question; 
government and without officers, at least for all || but the House refused to second the motion. 

the legitimate purposes for which offices are cre- || Mr, PETRIKIN again rose, not he said, to 
ated. And if these men were, in truth, the people || make a speech, but to explain and correct some 
of Pennsylvania, acting in conformity with the || things which his colleague (Mr. Nayzor]} had 
Constitution and laws, as my colleague[Mr. Pe- | asserted as having been stated by him when first 
TRIKIN] contends, where is the law, where is the | 
article of the Constitution which justifies their | 
proceedings? Who was to hold the reins of the — had he connected the name of Mr. Nicholas Bid- 
government of Pennsylvania? Who was to sit, die with this matter, in any way, directly or in- 
in the courts? Who was to summon the jurors? | directly. He also said that it was not true, that 
Who was to make arrests? “ Who was to perform | he used any abusive language towards the Gov- 
the ten thousand duties which were to be per- | ernor of Pennsylvania, as an individual, nor of 
formed in that county and throughout the State || the Legislature of Pennsylvania. Personally, he 
of Pennsylvania, when these individuals rushed || had nothing to do with the farmer, and for the 
in and possessed themselves of all the authority? | latter, as a body, he had the highest respect. His 
Which one of them was to be chief? How were | intention was to speak of Governor Ritner only 
their commands to be issued to the people of | in connection with his party, and to reprobate 
Pennsylvania? aud who were to execute their the attempt made by him and his partisans to 
commands? Can these questions be answered | usurp the Government of Pennsylvania, and to 
by those who maintain that the people in their | expose their acts of usurpation and tyranny. If 
majesty were constitutionally and legally there || he was understood by any to have used language, 
exercising their authorities? The majesty of the other than what he now stated he did, he dis- 
Democracy of Pennsylvania! saysthe gentleman. , claimed it, as he did all intention of personality 
To what a puny body has the gentleman reduced | toWards the Governor in his individual capacity. 
the great Democracy of Pennsylvania, (of which | Mr. P. observed that he felt inclined to take 


he addressed the House. Mr P. said it was not 
true that he had used the term ** Biddleites,’’ nor 


| 
j 


| part of the House. We had an inquiry moved | not forhimself—not for political effect. He under. 


stood from his colleague that there would be no 
opposition to this resolution from any quarter, 
He shouid, therefore, take his seat and await the 
speedy action of the House upon the matter, 


| Mr. McKENNAN said he had voted against 
| the suspension of the rules for the introduction of 
| the resolution of his colleague, because he could 
| see no good or beneficial purposes to be answered 
| by the call, and because he feared that the dis. 
cussion here would be calculated to arouse fee]. 


ings that, as a Pennsylvanian, and as a lover of 


} 
peace and good order, he did not wish to see in- 
} 


dulged. He regretted that the resolution had 


| been offered. Scenes which were outrageous and 
| disgraceful had, he blushed to say, been enacted 
and proper, | suppose. But the moment I attempt 


in the capitol of his state; outrages which had in- 


| flicted a stain deep and indelible upon the charac. 
| ter of a community who had hitherto been dis- 


tinguished for their love of peaca, of order, and 
of law. He wished that the recollection of the 
violence and outbreakings of a reckless and infu- 
riated mob, which had set all law at defiance, and 
had invaded the sanctity of the Senate chamber, 


| and, by their threats of violence and blood, had 
| driven from their seats the representatives of the 


people, should not be kept alive by anything said 
or done here. He thought that the resolution of 
his colleague, couched in the language in which 
it was, (whatever might be his intention in mov- 
ing it,) was calculated to fan the flame which he 





| had hoped was nearly extinguished, and to keep 


up that spirit which had already too much dis- 
graced Pennsylvania asa State. He hoped that 
| the facts connected with those revolutionary and 
‘ insurrectional movements which have for some 
: time been of absorbing interest, and have direcied 
the anxious eyes of the people of the whole coun- 
| try to the first appalling attempt to overawe the 
| Legislature of a State in the discharge of their le- 

gitimate and constitutional duties, might be buried 
iin oblivion. They refiected no credit upon the 
| party with which his colleague who offered the 
| resolution was associated, and he was willing to 

forget, as soon as possible, the lawless violence 
_which had been countenanced, encouraged, and 
| promoted by many in that party—in which some 
| of the officers of the General Government had par- 
ticipated, and which, if it had not been for the dis- 
| creet, unbending, and persevering firmness of the 
Executive of the State, would have inflicted a 
| blow upon the permanency of our republican in- 
| stitutions which would have been felt from Maine 
to Georgia. Happily for the perpetuity of those 
institutions, although the threats of a ruthless 
band of ruffians had, for a time, interrupted the 
- regular course of legislation in the Senate cham- 


| ber, and of business in the executive offices, the 
' 


| prudent and firm exercise of the power invested 
‘in him by the constitution and law had put to 
| flight those disturbances of the peace, and thus 
| the fatal blow had been warded off. 

| He said he could not hear the remarks of his 





I am one,) when he has thus consented to encage | some notice of his colleague’s [Mr Navtor’s] || colleague, [Mr. Petnixty,)] which were delivered 
them all in the narrow confines of the legislative || egotistical remarks, and boasting of the deeds of || in so low a tone as to be almost inaudible from 


chambers of the capitol of the State ! | his ancestors, but he sup 
The Governor of Pennsylvania may probably | be a breach of order, and he would decline. 
have acted indiscreetly (1 do not assert that he || 
has) in calling upon the General Government for | by the House, with a suspension of the rules to 
aid, if he has done so. The Speaker of the Sen- || enabie him to offer the resolutions now pending, 
ate may have acted indiscreetly in retiring before || he did not feel himself authorized to consume any 
the . The members of the Legislature may | of the time of the House in prolonging the dis- 
have done wrong in vacating their seats and re- | cussion; he would, however, state to his respected 
treating before the storm of popular rage and |, colleague (Mr. Binptx] that he did introduce 
popular fury. For myself, I say, if I had been | these resolutions, not for political effect, as he had 
a member, oe have stood at my post, fear- || intumated, but for peas which he would now, 
less of all consequences, and will now tell those |, as he felt in duty bound, state to the House. 
who have thus threatened me, that my seat in) Mr. F. said a state of affairs now existed in 
this Hall shall be maintained, in defiance of all | Pennsylvania, which he deeply regretted. For 
their stormy terrors! \ several days past various rumors had been in cir- 





Mr. WHITTLESEY called Mr. Nayzior to i culation; among the rest, it was ramored that the | 


order; and was remarking on the amount of busi- |, Governor of Pennsylvania had made a call upon 
ness which‘ lay before the House, and the num- || the President of the United States for an armed 
ber of petitions which other gentlemen had to . force to march to Pennsylvania; another rumor 
present, when he was himself called to order by || has been, that munitions of war, of some kind, 
many voices. | had been given, by an officer under the United 

Mr. NAYLOR. It is not I wha have con- | States Government, to General Patterson’s brig- 
sumed the time of the House. Iam ready and || ade. Whether these rumors be true or not, he 
anxious to epply myself to the business which || did not know; but he considered it a matter vi- 
lies before it. Iam ever ready to work. Who || tally important to the oe of Pennsylvania, 
introduced this resolution? Did 1? Was it I || that, whatever may be the truth of these rumors, 
who made the motion to suspend the rules for its || they should be informed of it; they have a right 
introduction? And did I demand the yeas and |: to know it, and it was in behalf of the people of 


this course would || his seat; but if they were conceived in that same 


| spirit which actuated a lawless and infuriated mob 


Mr. FRY said that, after the indulgence given || to trample under foot the law and the Constitv- 


| tion, (and, judging from his gesticulation, and 
| the little he could gather as it grated upon his ear, 
, he believed those remarks to have that tendency,) 
he did not regret that they had been lost. The 
| promulgation of such principles, and the indul- 
| gence of such feelings, were calculated neither to 
| benefit or enlighten the House, nor to do good to 
| the country. He understood him to cast his cen- 
| sure upon the Governor for calling to his aid, in 
‘the support of the laws, the militia of the Com- 
| monwealth, and reflected upon him for doing what 
| was his duty—his imperious duty. 
Mr. McK. said he was not going into an exam- 
| ination of the facts or the law relative to the titles 
| to the contested seats in the Senate of Pennsylva- 
nia. The rules of the House, as well as his own 
| inclination, forbade his entering into that inquiry. 
| It was enough for him to know, and it was oe 
for the Governor of the State to know, that the 
law had been set at defiance—that the sanctity of 
| the Senate chamber had been invaded, the lives 
of its members threatened, and that revolution had 
commenced. Under such circumstances, he would 
have been derelict in duty, if he had not put into 
requisition all the power vested in him by the 
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Constitution to restore peace and orderand safety. | 
Thanks for his firmness and fearlessness! he has 
acted energetically and prudently, and Mr, McK. 
hoped the crisis was pasi, and that the difficulties 
which had arisen might be peaceably and consti- 
tutionally settled. He said he would vote for the 
resolutions, although he had been opposed to the 
introduction of the exciting topic into this Hall, 
Mr. BEATTY regretted as much as any gen- 
tleman there the excited feeling that had been | 
ot up in that House; but he appealed to them | 
all to say whence it had arisen. How calmly | 
and coolly these gentlemen can call the assembled 
ople of Pennsylvania a mob! But to denounce 
the Democracy of the country as a mob, when, 
rchance, the people were against it, was but | 
another evidence of their vindictive feeling against | 
them. The resolution was a plain and substan- | 
tive proposition, having for its object merely to | 
et at the truth; and why, then, all this severity | 
of denunciation? Why so much feeling about | 
it, as though the truth should be stifled ? 
But Mr. B. insisted that the time had never | 
existed in Pennsylvania which would justify the | 
Governor in calling out the troops to hisaid. So | 
much for the gentleman’s veracity! He presumed 
the state of excited feeling under which he spoke | 
made him forget the truth. But it seemed the | 
time was come when the truth could not be told | 
to gentlemen who were so very sensitive under 











it. 
Mr. BIDDLE said that as the decision made | 
excluded fucts, but seemed to tolerate assertions, | 
he was not inclined to pursue the discussion on 
what he felt must be unequal terms. He had not | 
impeached the motives of his colleague, [Mr. | 
Fry,] but he had been struck at what seemed a 
suspicious black privateer streak about the reso- | 
lution, and he had pointed to itaccordingly in the | 
way of caution. It seems that the mob which | 
broke up legislative proceedings at Harrisburg is 
the Democracy. It might, perhaps, be asked, as | 
the mob had disappeared, what had become of | 
the Democracy, in the view of gentlemen who 
insisted On the identity? But, sir, when shall we | 
have an end of this miserable abuse of the word | 
Democracy? Let gentlemen determine dates and | 
principles. If by Democracy be meant a fixed | 
and deep conviction of the capacity of the people | 
for self-government, he would yield to no one in | 
a claim to the title. At homeand abroad he had | 
learned that, with all its turmoil and agitation, 
our form of Government best ministers to the | 
great purpose for which all government is insti- | 
tuted. If dates are to control, he would like to 
compare notes with a distinguished Senator from | 
Pennsylvania, who had become a newspaper | 
writer on this subject. He would take the late | 
war with Great Britain as a starting point. 
Mr. B. concluded by saying he would vote for | 


the resolution, however he might deprecate the | 
imflammatory air which had needlessly been given | 
to It, : 

Mr. BEATTY regretted exceedingly that his 
colleague had worked himself into such a passion | 
about this matter. Now, Mr. B. would not say | 
a word to offend any one, but if gentlemen in that | 
House combined their efforts 10 deter him from 
speaking what he knew was true, they would find 
themselves mistaken in their efforts. He was not | 
the man, either in this House or out of it, to re- | 
tract anything which he had said. Now, he would 
unhesitatingly and unqualifiedly assert that there 
was no mob in Harrisburg at all. It was a bug- | 
bear existing only in the imagination of certain 
gentlemen, and falsely asseverated by certain cor- | 
rupt individuals, who wished to persuade the | 
ar of Pennsylvania that there was a mob at | 

arrisburg, in order to cover over and conceal | 


the iniquities of an Administration that has been | 


misruling that State for the last three years. | 
These men want the people to believe there is a | 
mob, so that they might escape in the mist. But | 
it was the habit of those silk-stocking gentry to | 
call the Democracy of the country a mob, though | 
he could tell them they knew nothing about mobs - 
in the part of the country hecame from. He de- | 
nied the existence of a mob at Harrisburg. It. 
was an assemblage of many of the most respecta- | 
ble and intelligent people of Pennsylvania, merely’ | 
looking on, as they had a perfect right to do, at | 
the proceedings of their Legislature; and because | 
4 set of cowardly and treacherous knavesare afraid | 


to meet the people face to face, andescaped through | 
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back windows, pursued only by their own guilty 
| consciences, they attempt to raise a great hue and 
| cry thata m@b isattheirheels. And so isit here. 
| When we offer a resolution merely asking for in- 
| formation, the propriety of procufing which no 
| one dare question, we are then told that our mo- 
| tive is to excite the people and add fuel to a flame 


| enkindled and kept alive by themselves! 








few dissenting voices. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


There being no other business before the Chair, || 


Petitions and memorials were then presented 
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'| has discovered the means of making it rain in a 


| tract of country ata period when there would be 
no rain without the use of his process. Mr. Espy 
proposed to make the experiment at his own ex- 


| pense; and he proposed that Congress should pass 


by Messrs. PARMENTER, BRIGGS, GREN- | 


ELL, and REED, of Massachusetts. 


Henry Hatch, for indemnity on accountof French 
spoliations prior to 1800; of Mary Page, for revo- 
lutionary pension; of Sylvanus W ood, for increase 
of pension; of Levi Brigham and 24 others, of 


'| Dunstable, Massachusetts, for the rejection of | 


proposals for the admission into the Union of | 


States whose constitution may tolerate slavery; 
of M. H. P. Dudley and 82 other women, of 
Chelmsford, Massachusetts; of Sally Woods and 
46 other women, of Dunstable, Massachusetts; 
and Zenas Brown and 15 others, citizens of Shir- 
ley, Massachusetts, for the immediate abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia.] 


Mr. GRENNELL presented a petition from || 
Northfield, Massachusetts, for opening negotia- | 


tions and international intercourse with Hayti; || Missouri should not be taken with the petition. 


which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 


Mr. WISE moved a reconsideration of that | 


reference. 


Mr. HOWARD thought the gentleman had 


tions had come in every year. 
Mr. WISE could not; for he regarded it as a 


a black Republic with a white one. 


one or the other. 

The petition, however, giving rise to debate, 
was ordered to lie over. 

Mr. REED presented a similar petition from 
Nantucket. 

Mr. WISE objected to its reception. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays; 


‘|| which were ordered. 
Mr. A. then proceeded to address the House 


at length, in support of the right of petition, and 


of the Republic of Hayti. 
Mr. WISE insisted that these petitions were 
| part and parcel of abolition; and he read the peti- 





non-admission of any new slave State, &c, 
Before the question was taken, 


| Mr. GRENNELL denied that it was either the 1 Senator from Missouri would permit the petition 


an act engaging to reward him with a certain sam 
if he succeeded ‘n making it rain ina tract of 


|| country ten miles square; a still higher sum if he 
The resolution was then agreed to, with but | 


| produced rain in a tract of country one thousand 
square miles; a still higher sum if he produced 
| rain in a tract of five thousand square miles; and, 
‘lastly, to give hitu a still greater compensation 
if he should cause the Ohio river to be navigable 
| all summer from Pittsburg to the Mississippi. 
Mr. B. observed that he was perfectly ac- 


file’ Panacturda: peentaed ihe rection ‘ef | quainted with Mr. Espy, and knew him to be a 


very respectable man, He had no faith himself that 

the gentleman possessed the power he claimed; 

but it was true that there were several things in 

nature that philosophy had never yet dreamed of. 

| Mr. B. then moved to refer the petition to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. BENTON observed that the Senator from 

| Pennsylvania, who introduced the petition, could 

not make the motion which he would make—that 

gentleman had felt himself bound to treat this pe- 

tition seriously, and move for its referente to a 

| committee, e would move that the petitioner 


|| have leave to withdraw his petition and papers, 


| for reasons too obvious to require notice. 
Mr. BUCHANAN said that he would rather 
| that the course proposed by the Senator from 


t He scarcely knew himself what to say about it; 


subject of wholesale amalgamation, incorporating | 


better let it go to the committee, for these peti- | 


but he knew Mr. Espy to bea highly respectable 
and learned man, and knew that in the science of 
meteorology there was scarcely a man in the Uni- 
ted States his superior. He hardly believed it to 
be in Mr. Espy’s power to make it rain, though 
there were some six or seven of the most respect- 
able literary gentlemen of the city of Philadel- 
phia who expressed the opinion that he proceeded 
on highly philosophical principies. He heped the 


|| to take the usual course, and go to a committee; 


and if that motion did not prevail, that it would, 


‘| at least, be suffered to lie on the table. 


| cording his vote in favor o 


|| especially in reference to this particular question, | 
showing the expediency of an early recognition | 


| tion at length, which asked, also, for the aboli- | 
|| tion of slavery in the District of Columbia, the 


Mr. CRITTENDEN would vote against the 
| proposition of the honorable Senator from Penn- 
sylvania, [ Mr. ned for the purpose of re- 

i that of the gentieman 

from Missouri, [Mr. Benton.} He doubted very 
much, whether, even if this thing was possible, 
it would be good policy to encourage the meas- 
ure. He would be very sorry that any individual 
should have the power that this gentleman pro- 
| fesses to have, more especially from the annun- 
| ciation that he was about to take the Ohio river 
under his especial protection. Why, sir, he might 
enshroud us in continual clouds, and, indeed, 
falsify the promise that the earth should be no 
more submerged. And if he possesses the power 


On motion of Mr. GRENNELL. the House | of causing rain, he may also possess the power of 


adjourned. 


‘ IN SENATE. 
Tvespar, December 18, 1838. 
The PRESIDENT submitted a communica- 


lic Lands. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. ROANE preeented the petition of Captain 
| Robert W hite, an officer in the army of the Rev- 


| ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
| Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
Andrew Logan, of Davenport, lowa, for two 





| Agriculture. ° 
r. B. said that he had rather a strange petition 
| to present to the Senate; but it came from a very 


| respectable and scientific man; and, however | 


| strange it might appear, it was vouched for by 
several of the most respectable literary gentlemen 
of the city of Philadelphia. The petitioner was 
Mr. James P. Espy, so deservedly celebrated for 
his knowledge of meteorology, who says that he 


withholding it, and, in his pleasure, inatead of 
' giving us a navigable river, may present us with 


|| rocks and shoals and sandbars. He thought that 


olution, for his commutation pay; which was re- || 


uarter sections of land, to be used in the culture | 
| of silk; which was referred to the Committee on | 


this would be too dangerous a power to intrust 
| to any individual, unless we had a counteracting 
power, capable of prompt application—without 


: : | had some very summary process of manu- 
tion from the Secretary of the Treasury, inclos- | W© ™* en ary P 
ing a report from the Commissioner of the Gen- j facturing sunshine. This, indeed, had been at- 


. : by some French philosopher, but he 

eral Land Office, in regard to the operations of | tempted by P _—" 
| that office during the year 1837, and part of 1838; | oe with ne great success. He was alec op- 
which was referred to the Committee on the Pub- | 


posed to this scheme on another account it bad 
too much the appearance of a sub-Treasury about 


| it; a hoarding up of clouds and vapors to be dis- 


| pensed at will by an individual. He thought the 
proper course in relation to it was that indicated 
by the motion of the gentleman from Missouri. 
Mr. NILES remarked that he agreed in many 
_ things with his worthy friend who had just taken 
his seat, (Mr. Crittenpen.} He thought this 
_ subject was not fitted for the consideration of Con- 
ress; and he must be permitted to say that the 
Senate would be badly employed in discussin 
| whether this gentleman possessed the power o 
creating rain, or of causing the rise and swell of 
rivers. If this gentleman could create rain, he 
could also prevent it; and he might dry up the 
Ohio river, and throw ail the steamboats on the 
sand. If, however, this matter was to be referred, 
he would prefer sehding it to the Committee on 
Finance. It was somewhat similar to paper 
money, a sort of sublimated bubble; aad, accord- 
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ing to the idea he entertained of a bubble, it was 
the snme thing as the enlargement of this won- 
derfal paper system, promising great things, mag- 
nifying credit, blowing it up, and making mag- 
nificent fortanés out of nothing, till, in the end, it 
Wall blown away by the first breath of reality that 
touches it. 

The question was then taken; and the motion 
to vefer the petition was lost. 

Mr. BUCHANAN then moved to Jay it on the 
table; which motion was carried. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


Qn motion of Mr. TIPTON, it was 


Ordered, That the papers of John Kennedy, on the files 
of the last session, be referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 


Qn motion of Mr. FULTON, it was 


Ordered, That the papers of James Erwin, on the files of 
the last session, he again referred to the Committee on I[n- 
dian Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
natice, to which was referred the memorial of the 
president and directors of the Philadelphia, Wil- 
mington, and Baltimore Railroad Company, for 
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dertook'to say that there was not a country on | 


the face of the globe who had such a number of 
persons, in proportion to her population and re- 
sources, living on the labor of others, without ren- 
dering any kind of service whatever, but under the 
assumption that they had rendered service in for- 
mer times. The pension list under Washington’s 


administration amounted to only $200,000; and, : 


even after the Indian wars of Wayne and St.Clair, 
it had only increased to about three hundred thou- 


_ sand dollars. After the late war with Great Brit- 
| ain, @ proposition was made to provide for those 


| of their country. That proposition was not ob- 


i: or five millions, instead of two or three 


jected to, and $200,000 was deemed amply suffi- 
cient for that purpose. It was urged, on the pas- 


sage of the law thus brought forward, that the | 
| amount necessary to provide for these veterans 
of the Revolution would only be required fora |, 


few years, and that that amount would diminish 
yearly. 
How mistaken had all these assumptions proved! 
They had seen the appropriations swell a to four 
1 


|| thousand; and the list, instead of diminishing, as 


1} 


the refunding of certain duties on railroad iron, || 
reported a bill for that purpose; which was read, «| 


and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. W. also, from the same committee, report- 


ed a bill for the relief of Zephaniah Spiggot and | 


James De Krafft; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 
Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to 


predicted, swell up to an army of over forty thou- 
sand, If addition to all this, by some turn of 
phraseology given to the law of the last session, 
and which no one heeded at the time, a gap was 


_ made requiring two or three millions more to stop. 


If he stood alone, and in such a position, he was 
willing to stand alone; he would vote against this 


| appropriation coming into this bill, which was for 
carrying on the operations of the Government. | 


which had been referred the bill making appro- |, 
priations, in part,in support of Government for the | 


year 1838-39, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. W. stated that, as this bill was one of 
some importance, and as a speedy action was 
somewhat necessary, he would move to consider 
it at once. 

The bill was accordingly taken up in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, when 

Mr. WALL moved to amend it by inserting at 
the bottoin of the bill, ‘‘ and for the Revolution- 


undred | 


! 


B 
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Jersey must be sensible that it was nbtial to nihie 


_ provision for the payment of the pensioners and 


annuitants, under the various acts of Congress 
by a separate and independent bill for that speci. 
fic pufpose. 

It had not been customary heretofore to mingle 
the appropriations for the payment of pensioners 


_ with appropriations for any other object. He was 


| effect the act of July last. 


prepared to give his vote for carrying into fu|j 
But if the merits of 


' that bill were at this late period to be debated on 


| & proposition to make the necessary appropria. 
survivors of the Revolution who needed the aid |. 


tions for executing that act, he should much pre. 
fer to discuss the subject, when it should arise 
under a bill independent of all other appropria- 
tions. He hoped, therefore, that his honorable 
friend from New Jersey would not urge his prop- 


| osition at this time. Let this bill pass unembar- 


Yes, sir, (said Mr. B.,) forty-one thousand per- | 
sons, and four or five millions—as much as the | 
whole annual expense of the Federal Government | 
|, under the administration of General Washington | 


—was now required to pension them, while this 
Administration and its triends were daily stigma- 
tized with thecharge of extravagance. 


ho could | 


rassed by any other appropriations, and he enter. 


| tained nodoubtthat shortly a bill would be brought 


forward for the express and avowed purpose of 


making the necessary appropriations for the pay- 


ment of pensioners, under the various acts of 
Congress. Then would be the fit time to test the 
merit of the bill of the last session. Then would 
be the time to see if a majority of the Senate would 
vote to withhold the appropriations, and thus 
virtually defeat that measure, which is now one 
among the public statutes of this Government. 
When such an opportunity presented, he should 
endeavor to show to the Senate that these pension 


‘ laws were not obnoxious to the objections which 
|| had been made against them. He hoped then to 


be able to satisfy the Senator from Missouri that 
even the act of the last session, which received 
his most undissembled approbation, ought now 


_ to be carried into full effect, and that the appro- 


| have thought,when some seemingly trifling verbal || 


alteration was made in the act of the last session 


|, that we should now have the estimates swelled 


ary pensions, under the act of the 7th July, 1838, * 


the sum of $250,000.’’ 


Mt. BEN TON rose to object to the ingertion | 
of an appropriation for an object which ought to | 
be provided for in a bill of its own, in one of the | 


ordinary appropriation bills for carrying on the 
operations of the Government. 
this heavy $n being slipped through in 
this manner, without notice, and almost without 
the knowledge of the Senate. Here was an ap- 


He objected to | 


propriation of between two and three hundred | 
thousand dollars for an object that had crept into | 
the legislation of Congress almost without the | 
notice of any one there, and by the time the | 


estimates on which it was founded were carried 


through, the amount would swell up to two or | 


three millions. 


It was worth while for Senators | 


to look back and observe how and in what man- | 


ner this pension system had grown up to its pres- 


ent enormous magnitude. In looking at the pen- | 
sion laws, it would be found that there were | 
forty-one thousand soulsreceiving money from the | 
Treasury for which they were rendering no service | 


whatever. The whole was given under the as- 
had been rendered for it during the revolutionary 
war, during the late war with Great Britain, or in 
some of the Indian wars; and if it was only to 


those who received their pensions as survivors of 


— that an equivalent in personal services | 


up some two or three millions? 
was said that a pensioner never dies; and itis said 
so because the pension is hereditary, and goes to 
the descendants for one life, two lives, or three 
lives, as the case may be. Sir, it seems that with 
us they not only never die, but they increase and 


siasm of his gratitude, exclaimed, ‘* Soldiers of 
the Revolution, may you live forever !’’ On that 


and ninety-nine years. Now, it seemed that this 


In England, it || 


riations for that purpose should not be with- 
held. But he was sure that enough had already 
transpired to satisfy his honorable friend from 
New Jersey that this is not the fit time, nor is this 
the proper occasion to bring before the Senate, 
thus incidentally, the merits of the act of the last 
session. He hoped that the Senator would with- 
draw his proposed amendment, and permit the 
bill to pass without objection; but should the 


|| Senator decline so to do, he should certainly not 
_ only vote for his amendment, but he would en- 


|| deavor to reply to some of the suggestions of the 


multiply. He heard that when the estimate of | 
$200,000 was made as the amount sufficient to | 
provide for the survivors of the Revolution, the | 
| complaint was made of the small sum that was 
| to be expended on such interesting objects, and | 
_ that a member of the other House in the enthu- 


honorable Senator from Missvuri. 

Mr. WALL was not disposed to occupy the 
time of the Senate in reply to the honorable Sen- 
ator from Missouri. How he has fallen into such 


'an error in relation to a law upon our statute- 


book, and embracing that occasion to denounce 


‘| the pension system, he could not imagine. This 
| law was passed at the Jast session, but we made 
| no appropriation to meet it; we come back here, 
occasion, some gentleman proposed, as a com- | 
promise, that they should live for nine hundred | 


compromise had been carried into effect. Accord- || 


ing to the estimates made by those persons who 
calculate the insurances on li 

the military population fifty years ago, which had 
have been millions. 


equal to thatof Xerxes when he crossed the Hell- 


‘| espont. 


| we are about. 


Sir, it is time for us to stop and consider what 


ves, the amount of | 


For this number of surviv- | 
ors General Washington must have had an army | 


So far as there are real survivors |' 


and the first thing we do is to take care of our- 
selves, We cannot retrace our steps in this mat- 
ter. The law is already passed; one thousand 
applicants have already received their certificates; 
and we owe it to ourselves, to our country, to the 
pensioners themselves, to pass this amendment 


/asan act of sheer justice. We have passed the 
furnished forty-one thousand survivors, must | 


law, and justice requires that we should make 
appropriations to meet it. 

Mr. DAVIS expressed his gratification at the 
refusal of the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. 
Watt] to withdraw the amendment, and suid 


| that, if he had done so, he would have renewed it 


of the Revolution, who rendered service to their |, 
country and need its aid, he would cheerfully | 
contribute for their support; but to undertake to | 


the Revolution, or who had served meritoriously | 


1@ any of our wars, he would be the last man who 
would object to giving them. But he apprehended 


the pension —2 had extended itself far beyond | 


these cases. He did not know if we had yet taken 


the second step of making pensions hereditary, as_ 


it was in Europe, by giving them to the children 
of those who were supposed to be entitled to them; | 


but he recollected that, at the last session, an ap- | 


peal was made to them to give pensions to Euro- 


pean castes of hereditary descent; and in another | 


ease an application was made by an individual of 


seventy years of age, who claimed to be the or- | 


make him believe that such a pension list was 


Laputa. 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked, that as a friend:to 
the object which the Senator from New Jersey 
had in view, he felt constrained to make an ap- 
peal to him to withdraw his amendment to the 
appropriation bill which had sed the House 
of Representatives, and which had been reported 


to the Senate this morning from the Committee 


i! 


an ofa revolutionary soldier. He did not know | 


if they had yet taken the second step in the pen- 
sion system, by making pensions hereditary; but 
it was enough for his presenpurpose to say that 
the pension list had swelled up to the enormous 
amount of forty-one thousand souls, and he un- 


on Finance. It was necessary that this bill should 
pass, and pass without delay. He had no doubt 
that, at this moment, there were no means now 


provided by law to meet the drafts of the two 
Goune of Congress. The amendment proposed | 


would tend to embarrass ‘and delay the passage 
of this bill; and the honorable Senator from New 


himself. Those who had received certificates 
under the act of the last session were entitled to 
their pensions, and could not be deprived of them; 
and as the time when these certificates would be 


‘| due was drawing near, he thought it very proper 
founded on anything more than an imposition on | 
| the sensibilities of the nation, was an undertaking | 
worthy only of the graduates of the college of | 


that provision should be raade for them in this bill. 
Mr. D. made a few remarks defending the pen- 
sion system generally, and the act of the last 


_ session in particular, and denied that our pension 


_ list was at all assimilated to that of Great 


ritain, 
where persons were pensioned who had rendered 


| no service to their country. He asked if those 


who fought and bled through the war of the Rev- 


olution were to be compared with those who 
_ were put in the Red Book of Great Britain with- 


out any merit of their own; and were their wounds 
to be no more regarded than the hereditary claims 


_ of the British pensioner ? 


\* Mr. D., after commenting on the merits and 


| were 


services of the soldiers of the Revolution, and re- 
ferring to the depreciated funds in which they 
id, asked for the yeas and nays on the 


amendment; which were accordingly ordered. 
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tothe period of their service, withholding pen- 


1838. 
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Mr. HUBBARD remarked that when he was | 
up before, he stated that, if his honorable friend 
‘ot New Jersey should not accede to his request, 
he should vote forthe amendment proposed; and 
he also stated that he was much in favor of the 
bill reported at the last session from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, and which has become the | 
jaw of the land. He very fully concurred in the | 
views of the Senator from Massachusetts, in rela- 
tion to this wholesabject. He never had regarded, 
and he never could regard, the present pension 
system, a8 it existed under ourGovernment, and | 
in pursuance of the various acts of Congress, as 
mere gratuities. If he had viewed this subject in | 
that light, it never could have received his sup- 
port. He had had some connection with the act | 
of June 7, 1832. He was, at the time of its pas- | 

,a member of the other House, and at the | 
head of the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- | 
sions; and sure he was that when the bill was 
reported from that committee, and while it was 
under the consideration of the other House, it was 
at no time treated or considered as a mere act of | 

nerosity, as a mere donativn on the part of the 
Government. It was, in his opinion, but an im- 

rfect discharge of a most just, but long neglected 
debt, toa small remnant of the survivors of the | 
Revolution; a debt contracted when the Govern- || 
ment could not pay; but which was then uncan- | 
celed, and due to those men who had achieved 
the independence of their country. It was for | 
such a class of our citizens—men who had faith- |, 
fully served, in that day of danger and discour- | 
agement, for a period not less than six months, | 
in the war of the Revolution—that the act of July, 
1832, provided. Can it be said with even the | 
shadow of truth, that these men had been bona 
fide paid by this Government for the services | 
which they had thus performed for their country? | 
If so, how, and in what way was this debt of the | 
Revolution discharged? Certainly it will not, at. , 
this time, in this period of our prosperity, be said 
that the final settlement certificates, a paper which | 
when given could not have been converted into 
specie at a less sacrifice than three fourths of its. | 
nominal value, was a fair, honest, and just liqui- | 
dation of these claims for revolutionary service. | 
He never had, and -he never could, view this mat- | 
ter in this light. He had seen too many of those | 
men who had fought the battles of the Revolution. 
He had heard too often their stories of suffering 
and distress, which they were forced to endure by | 
reason of the miserable, depreciated, and almost 
worthless currency in which they were paid for | 
their services in the Revolution; and when he, 
as the organ of the Committee on Pensions of the 
other House, recommended the passage of the act 
of June, 1832, it was urged and sustained through- 
out asa measure providing for the partial pay- 
ment for revolutionary services. 

The act of June, 1832, was in its terms but an | 
addition to the act of May 1, 1828. It must be 
fresh in the recollection of Senators now present 
upon what principle that act was sustained. Was 
itthen considered as a gratuity to that class of 
our citizens who had faithfully served their coun- | 
try to the close of the Revolution? It provided |' 
for them, and it provided only for them. The 
Continental Congress had, by resolution after res- 
olution, made liberal provision to those who should 
continue in the service to the close of the Rev- || 
olution. First, half pay for life, and that com- | 
muted for five years’ full pay. The non-fulfill- 
ment of these resolutions, the manner in which | 
the services of these men had been requited by | 
their Government, induced the passage of the act 
of May, 1828. All admitted that it was.a most | 
just measure of legislation; and the act of June, | 
1832, was but an extension of the benefits of the | 
act of May, 1828. It granted pensions to those, | 
whether militia, State, or Continental, according 








sions from those who had rendered a less period 
of service than six months. This was the general 
provision of the act of June, 1832. It was founded 
on revolutionary service, and on thatalone; it was 
intended to make some satisfaction for that ser- 
vice, and for that alone. It may be well to just | 
trace the history of our pension system, and see || 
how the several scts granting these annuities were | 
passed. The act of March, 1818—the firstgeneral | 
pension act—seems to find favor here; and the | 
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war, seem also most justly to find favor here. 
Will any Senator say that the act of March, 1818, 
was suppérted on the ground of mere gratuity? 
that it was passed on any such ground? No. It 
was supported, and it was passed, on the ground 
of service. It is perfectly true that the act of 
March, 1818, was not only extremely limited in 
its provisions—including those, and those only, 
who were attached to the continental line—but it 
was also extremely humiliating in its requisitions. 
Its benefits were intended to be extended only to 
those who were either tenants of the poorhouse, 
or supported by private charity. But, neverthe- 
less, that bill was also can es on service alone; 
and, under its provisions, a much larger number 
than was ever anticipated was added to the pen- 
sion roll. 

This led to the passage of the act of 1820, 
which, for a time, suspended the pensions which 
had been granted under the act of March, 1818, 


/and which required that schedules of property 


should be furnished, that the Department might 


|| judge whether the applicants were in such indi- 
|| gent circumstances as to need relief from the 
country. 


It was done, and the consequence was 
that nearly one half of the number who had been 
placed’on the pension list under the act of March, 
1818, were never reinstated. It must be recol- 
lected, that more than twenty thousand had, at 


|, one time, been admitted under that act; and when 


the list of pensioners under the act of June, 1832, 
is compared with the list under the act of March, 


| 1818, it should be borne in mind that probably 
_ not less than one third of those now pensioners || 
under the act of June, 1832, were once included | 


in the list of pensioners under the act of March, 


| 1818. The actof June, 1832, includes those who 


served in the militia and as State troops, as well 
as those whu served in the Continental line for six 
months and upwards; granting pensions, in pro- 
portion to the period of service, equal to one half 


GLOSS. _ 


41 





/ that this act, with the acts of May, 1828, June, 


the original pay; not in any case to grant a pen- | 


sion for a period of more than two years’ service; 
while the act of March, 1818, grants a pension 
of ninety-six dollars a year for any period of 
service not less than nine months. 


therefore, difficult to account for the difference in | 
the number of pensioners under these different | 


acts. He was perfectiy aware that there were not 


less than twenty-five thousand on the list under 
the act of June, 1832, while there were less than | 


ten thousand under the act of March, 1818; but 


visions of the acts of Congress, invalid pension- 
ers, for disabiliuies incurred during the war of the 


Revolution, are entitled also to all the benefits of | 


the act of June, 1832. He, therefore, found no 


| difficulty in accounting for the difference in the 


number of pensioners under the act of March, 
1818, and the number under the act of June, 1832. 
After these acts had been 


ssed, Congress, by | 


It is not, | 


| only $10,000. 
it should also be remembered that by the pro- || 


1832, and June, 1836, contained a clause making 
the necessary appropriations to carry itinto effect, 
He presumed that a majority in this or the other 
House could not be found in favor of repealing 
this act; and it seemed to him passing strange 
that, while the act exists in the statute-book, 
there should be a single Senator who would vote 
to withhold the appropriation, and thus defeat 
the practical operation of a measure which has 
been sanctioned by the legislative power of the 
Government. 

Mr. CALHOUN regarded the whole system 
of pensions ina light far different from that in 
which it was viewed by the Senators from Mas- 
sachusetts and New Hampshire. With the ex- 
ception of the first pension act, he looked upon 
it as little more than a system of distributing the 
public revenue. It grew out of the protective 
system, and was founded on no principle of jus- 
tice or patriotism, for it took all who served in 
the Revolution, and put those who only turned 
out on a tour of three months on the same foot- 
ing as those who had fought the battles of the 
whole war. He understood this system from 
beginning to end, and it was commenced as a 
means of disbursing the public revenue which 
had been iniquitously collected. To tell him that 
all those now on the pension list deserved the 
bounty of the Government, was to impose on 
him a humbug too gross to be listened to. Pen- 
sion laws were passed, and there were swarms 
of undertakers here and in the States who hunted 


| up documents and brought forward every deser’n- 


tion of claims, just or unjust, and passed them 
on the Department without a possibility of their 
guarding against the grossest fraud in a namber 
of cases. It was impossible for Congress to pass 
pension laws without having a plenty to support 
them. To show how the system operated, he 
would mention one fact. Before Congress under- 
took the business of pensioning the soldiers of 
the Revolution, Massachusetts and South Caro- 
lina each had pension laws of their own. The 
pension list of South Carolina amounted to the 
sum of $14,000 annually, while that of Massa- 
chusetts amounted to only $1,000. Well, Con- 
gress took these pensions in hand, and after the 
expiration of several years the pensioners of 
Massachusetts are swelled up to §200,000 per 
annum, while those of Seuth Carolina reeeive 
Now this fact alone would show 
that the pension system did not originate in pa- 


| triotism, because it would not be denied that the 


a law of 1836, extended all the benefits of the act || 


of June, 1832, to the widows of those soldiers of 


' the Revolution whose husbands had died before 
| the passage of the act, and where the marriage 


took place before the expiration of the last period | 


of their husbands’ service. This act, as far as it 


|, went, he verily believed met with general appro- 
| bation through the country. 


It was regarded as 
an act of justice, as well as humanity; but it was 


extremely difficult to understand the reason why | 


' those widows whose marriage took place before 
. the expiration of their husbands’ service should 


be pensioned, and those widows whose marriage 


patriotism of the one State was as great as that 
of the other. It was time that this thing was 
stopped, or they would have to run the country 
in debt to provide for it. He knew very weil 
that as long as there was money in the Treasury 
it would be got at; but he thanked Providence 
that the time had come round when they must stop 
short in their career of extravagance. We had 
now no surplus; and the compromise bill was 
bringing down the revenue, while there seemed 


| to be a general disinclination to increase the na- 


took place immediately after the close of the rev- || 
olutionary struggle should be excluded. There | 
seemed to be no good reason for the distinction; | 


it was invidious in its character; it was unjust in 
its effect; and memorial after memorial, resolution 


after resolution, were introduced with a view to | 


tee on Pensions, at the last session, responding 
to these calls, introduced the bill which is now 


‘ under consideration. It was reported, had its sev- | 


eral ‘readings here, was passed; had its several 
readings in the other House, and was passed; and 
during its progress not one word was heard in 
either branch in opposition to the measure. And 
what is now proposed? That the pacer 
necessary to carry it into effect shou 


| do away with this distinction; and the Commit- | 


d be with- | 


tional debt. Hetook his ground beforehand, and 
solemnly declared that he never would agree either 
to increase the tariff or create a new debt; and he 
called on all those who thought with him to re- 
sist, at the outset, any measure which led to those 
evils. He rejoiced at the crimination and recrim- 


|| ination which he heard on that floor between the 


two contending parties on the subject of extrav- 
agant expenditure. Both parties, in his opinion, 
were in fault; but the Opposition party, who were 
the most forward in making these charges, were 
certainly the most in fault. As an Opposition 
party it would be more becoming in them to do 
all in their power to check extravagant expend- 
itures; but instead of that, it was mainly through 
their means that our expenditures had been so 
great. He warned the friends of the Adminis- 
tration that it was now time to economize. This 
year we might get through with our expenses 


_ without embarrassment, and so, also, as to the 
| second year; but the third year the press would 
| come, and we should have the utmost difficulty 


in making our resources meet the necessary wants 
of the Government. 
Mr. BENTON observed that the Senator from 


held, because the act could not have been well | Massachusetts [Mr. Davis} had arrayed before 
considered, Congress failed to do its duty at the || them the wounded men of the Revolution, mashed 
several acts granting pensions for disabilities in- | last session in not making the requisite appropri- || to pieces by ball, and covered with wounds, and 
curred during the Revolution, and during the last | ation; and he presumed that Senators supposed | asks if we would take away the smail pittance 
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which they received from the gratitude and jus- | 
tice of their country. He would tell that gentle- 
man, that if this pension list is reduced to those | 
whoreceived wounds in the service of the coun- 
try, these forty thousand pensioners will decrease 
mere rapidly than did Falstaff’s men in buckram. 
If the list was reduced to those who received 
wounds in the Revoluuion, or in the subsequent 
Indian wars, or in the late war with Great Britain, 
not one tthe of those who now enjoy pensions 
would be on the list. If for all those who were | 
wounded in the Revolution, taking the whole of 
them together, forty thousand are to be pressed 
on our sympathies, every wounded soldier, every | 
cripple would have to bear on his shoulders the 
burden of ten sound men. His voice would surely 
always be in favor of the meritorious soldier who 
served his country faithfully in the Revolution; 
but he could not agree that there was any justice 


or expediency in pensioning this large number. || 


Mr. B. then took a view of the different pension | 
acts, from 1518, up to this time, showing how the 
number of pensioners had gradually increased. 
He was sufficiently familiar with the subject to | 


know that there are now put on the pension roll || 
numbers who had enlisted after the surrender of || 


Lord Cornwallis, and who never moved from 
their firesides; and these persons are all to be 
forced on our sympathies as wounded soldiers of 
the Revolution. 

Mr. B. next spoke particularly against the im- 
propriety of ingrafting on the ordinary appropri- 
ation bills for the support of Government objects 
which ought to stand on their own merits. The 
subject introduced by the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey [Mr. Wat] was one cer- 
tainly worthy of an examination, and it ought to 
stand by itself. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed, that if he under- 
stood this amendment, he did not think that either 
the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. CaLnoun] | 
or the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] un- 
derstood it. Unless he was mistaken, this was 
not & provision to pension men, but applied ex- 
clusiveky to old ladies, widows of revolutionary 
soldiers, and it was for them that this provision 
was to be made. Now, in any system ofeconomy, 
he did not think we ought to attack the old ladies 
first; and as the Government of the United States 
had pledged itself to make them this payment, 
the amendment ought to pass. Whether the act 
creating these pensions was right or wrong, he 
would not undertake to say; but the law having | 
been passed, we were bound in good faith to | 
carry uw into effect. The first law passed in 1836 
provided that if a lady had maul a revoluuon- 
ary soldier before the term of his service expired, 
and had faithfully remained bis widow ever singe, 
that that widow, old, helpless, and faithful to 
her first husband, ought to receive from the boun- 
ty of the Government a sufficiency to preserve 
her from want. He had no doubt but the pen- 
sion system had been grossly abused, and that 
some persons were on the list who did not de- 
serve to be there; but if he were going to put it 
down, he would not for the first time violate the 
act of Congress by refusing to make the neces- 
sary appropriation to carry it into effect, as far | 
as the ladies were concerned; and atall events he 
would not begin with them. 
session was extended, so as to provide for those 
widows who were married up to January, 1794. 
He did not know whether he would have voted 
for this law or not; but it had been passed; it 
was now on the statute-book; the time of pay- 
ment was drawing nigh, and an attempt was now 
made to withhold from, these widows the pen- 
sions so promised them, by refusing to make the 
appropriation. 

it had been objected that this bill was not the 
proper place in which to insert the provision for 
these pensions. Now, what was the appropriate 
sphere of an apprepriation bill? 


ifso, was there not here presented an existing law 
to be carried into effect? And did anybody sup- 
pose that any aprropriation bill could now be in- 
troduced and passed in suffieient time to provide 


for these pensions by the lst of January, when | 


the certificates for them become due? The time 
to contend against the principle involved was 
when the bill passed, and not now, when the faith 
of the Government was committed. With regard 


The law of the last | 


‘that had been expressed on all sides. Economy, | 


| however, was a matter of detail, and not of gen- 


erals, since the most extravagant meft he had | 


known had preached the best sermons in favor of 
economy. Now he, for his part, was prepared 
to act in detail, and resist these extravagant ex- 
penditures that had been so often referred to, one 
by one, whenever they should be proposed, though 
| he should be charged with illiberality for so doing; 
but the last act of economy that he would prac- 
tice, would be to withhold these pensions, after 
Congress had passed a solemn act declaring that 


it would provide for these widows who are now | 


all near the grave, and make their old age com- 
fortable. When the proper time came to examine 


| into the pension list, he trusted that he would be | 


| willing to do that which economy as well as jus- 
tice required. But he could not agree to make 
the case of these widows the first for the exercise 
of the former. 

Mr. BENTON observed that the documents 


|, showed two classes of widows on the pension 


roll; the one class older than the last, who, per- 
haps, would not thank the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania for making them out to be so ancient. 
The bill of the last session extended the pension 
list to those married up to 1794, and he supposed 
that the next thing would be to extend it to those 
who were married up to 1824, or even up to this 
time. He saw no reason for a distinction after 
_ going beyond those who were the matrons of the 

Revolution, staying at home attending to the du- 
| ties of their families, while their husbands were 
| absent fighting the battles of theircountry. This 
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a Senator from New Jersey, who declared him. 
self willing to pledge his whole private fortune 
thatthe whole amount necessary to provide for the 
class of pensions introduced into that bill would 


| not exceed two hundred thousand dollars. He, 


as Secretary of War, had to carry this act into 
effect; and, having made his calculations, the cop. 
clusion he arrived at was that it would require up- 


wards of a millién; but the amount expended 


under it, the very first year, was at least two mij- 


lions, though he exercised the utmost vigilance 


to keep down theexpense. Had he executed the 
law in a liberal spirit, the expenditure would have 
exceeded three millions. 

After some further remarks from Mr. C. in op- 
Soe to the pension system generally, and from 


| Mr. Davis in reply, 


Mr. WALL said: My honorable friend from 
Missouri has said that this was an unusual course, 
and was calculated to retard the passage of, and 
defeat the bill to which it was offered as an amend- 
ment. But not so, sir. We passed this bill at the 


last session, and, taking care of ourselves, neg. 


lected to make provision for the payment of these 


‘old women; and we are called on by every motive 


of justice to do itnow. Where is the difference 
between the bill and the amendment which is of- 
fered to it? What gives us the power to pass the 


| bill for our compensation? Because it is a law 
‘upon the statute-book. What gives these old 
| women a claim upon our justice? Because a law 


last menuoned class deserved their pensions, and || 


were not to be compared with those who were | 


girls when the last gun of the Revolution was 
fired, or, perhaps, not then born. 


Mr. DAVIS said that the Senator from Mis- |! 


souri, [Mr. Benron,]} who has just taken his seat, || had the opportunity of making this motion. I 


has shifted his ground somewhat on this subject, 


is at hand, and provision must be made for them. 


. > | 
| He was not disposed to consume time in follow- || 
ing him. The day of payment of these pensions || 


He did not think there was any gentleman who | 


would oppose the appropriation on principle, 
though they might because they deemed it out of 
place. The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
Caxuoun] designates it as a mode of getting rid 
of the public money; a distribution bill, an in- 
iquitous distribution bill. You may, sir, with 
just the same propriety, apply this to any other 
appropriation of the public money. I go on the 
ground that this is an appropriation for services 
| rendered, and not a gratuity at all. The Senator 
also says it is a system peculiar to one portion or 


section of the country; he also says it is connected | 
with the protective system. The honorable Sen- | 


ator should have recollected that the first act grant- 

ing pensions to revolutionary soldiers passed in 

1816, and the principal one in 1820; the tariff act 

was not passed till 1824, four years after the prin- 

cipal pension law was passed. 
not sustain the statement of the honorable Sen- 
_ator. He has instituted a comparison between 
| the patriotism of South Carolina and Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr. CALHOUN disclaimed this; and said he 
had alluded to the difference of payment made 
on the claims of the respective States. 

Mr. DAVIS. But these acts are not designed 
to reimburse States, but to pay individuals. If 
the records of the Revolution should be searched, 
it would be ascertained that Massachusetts fur- 
nished one third of the whole army that achieved 
‘our independence. It is asserted that there are 
frauds, and frauds of a gross character, in rela- 
tion to these claims. Ifso,I am perfectly ready 
to have the names of the individuals guilty of 
them expunged from the pension roll; and not only 
that, but have them tried, and punished for the 


| erime of perjury; but, unless further evidence 
Was it not to | 
provide for carrying out the existing laws? and, | 


was brought forward than had as yet been ad- 
duced, he would not believe it to be the fact. It 


|| is not just to attach this odious charge to these 
|| venerated and respected individuals, to whom we 


owe the political blessings we enjoy, and even the 
privilege of holding our seats here. 

Mr. CALHOUN, in reply to Mr. Davis, said 
that when he spoke of the pension system as 
| having grown out of the protective system, he, of 
| course, excepted the act of 1818. That act (he 
| said) originated in mistake. 


These facts do | 


granting them compensation is upon the statute- 
book; and because | make a motion to that effect, 
the honorable gentleman takes occasion to charge 
me with an intention to defeat the passage of the 
appropriation bill and embarrass the operations 
of the Government. My honorable friend should 
have considered well before he made this charge. 
He has done me great injustice. | rejoice that | 


could not have looked my constituents in the face 
had I neglected to provide for these poor, aged, 
and helpless women, tottering on the brink of the 
grave, in this inclement season, without a mouth- 
full of food for sustenance, or house. to shelter 


' them. 


Mr. BENTON said the Senator from New Jer- 
sey was mistaken in supposing that he charged 
him with a design to defeat this bill. He spoke 
only of the consequences resulting from mixing 
up incongruous matter in the same bill. As the 
gentleman from New Jersey was so anxious about 
these widows, he would ask him if those who 
were married on the second day of January, 1794, 
were not as much entitled to pensions as those 
who were married on the first? Would not every 
word of his pathetic appeal apply as well in be- 
half of all those who were married up to this day 
as to those who were married previous to Ist Jan- 
uary, 1794? 

Mr. MORRIS expressed great satisfaction at 
the discussion of this subject which had taken 
place. For his own part he was doubtful whether 
or not he should vote for this amendment. While 
he was opposed to our whole system of pensions, 
he acknowledged the obligation to provide for the 
carrying out the laws already enacted. Placed as 
he. was on the Committee on Pensions, he occu- 
pied a false position. He doubted the propriety 
and beneficial tendency of the system, and thought 
that it was the parent of innumerable frauds. He 
agreed with the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Catnoun] that it was time for us 
to pause in this business; to stop and look round 


/us; that we might not only, by hasty and ill-ad- 
vised measures, do much mischief by creating 
demands upon the Treasury and exhausting the 


means of the Government, but, by a false and 


_ pernicious system of gratuities, do an injury to 


those whom it was intended to benefit. The law 


_ of last session was passed against his better judg- 


ment. [Mr. M. here went into a recapitulation 
of the reasons that induced the Committee on 
Pensions to report the bill.] He contended that 


| it was a gratuity; al! pensions are gratuities. The 


soldier enters into service for the pay and emolu- 
ments of his rank, and all that he receives over 
and above is a gratuity. When the Treasury is 
drained, and we are straitened in our resources, 


‘he thought that in any scheme of retrenchment 
_ mere gratuities should 
begin with. He was in favor of lopping off all 
It was introduced. extraneous and unnecessary expenditures. The 


the first expenditures to 


to economy, he was glad to hear the sentiments ‘ and carried through by General Bloomfield, then || honorable Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Da- 











omen ewe & of on 








Ly 
n- 


th 


he 


ce OTT AT = 
vis] has asserted, and asserted repeatedly, that 
though Senators objected to this appropriation, on 
account of its being placed as an amendment toa 
common appropriation bill, yet no Senator had 
objected to the pension system, or would object 
to the system. Ee should be happy to see some 
entleman submit a motion to instruct the Com- 
mittee on Pensions to bring ina bill repealing the 
whole system. 
then be convinced that there was one Senator 
at least who would take a stand against all this 
eort of feeling and sympathy which had been en- 
gendered by an array of an army of old ladies 
against us. We should not permit our feelings 


The honorable gentleman would | 


for ladies, either young or old, to prompt us to | 


put our hands into the public Treasury. These 
pension bills find too easy access; they are passed 
too easily. I have known young athletic men to 
come before the committee and claim pensions 
granted to their mothers or other relatives, and 
when granted, claim them as their own. 
it was made a mere business of; as soon as a law 
was passed, claims were hunted up by agents and 
others that would have never been thought of. 


Why, | 


Persons who have no disposition to enter into this | 


business, are induced to do so by representations 
that their claim was as good as another’s; that 
the Treasury was full, and Congress did not know 
what to do with the public money. When the 
first act was passed, providing for the soldiers of 
the Revolution who were in need of pecuniary 
assistance, many of them were in comfortable cir- 
cumstances. They were induced to convey their 
property to their sons, took the oath of poverty, 
and received their pensions. Was not thisa fraud, 
morally speaking, and a fraud tempted by the 
legislation of this Government? Notwithstanding 
the great number of persons on the pension list, 
at least five claims were rejected to every one that 
was granted, producing a great deal of hatred and 
ill will to the Government, because every claimant 
thinks his claim, and his right to a pension, as 
good as another’s. 

With these views of the present pension sys- 
tem, | am prepared to repeal it. I think it inju- 
rious to the country, and of comparatively little 
good to those intended to be benefited. I am 
willing that the invalids and soldiers of the Rev- 
olution should be provided for. As regards the 
act the appropriation for which is under consid- 
eration, he thought that, so far as due, the pen- 
sion should be paid. Until the law is changed 
we should comply with its provisions, but the 
amount already called for under its provisions 
should warn us of the impolicy of continuing the 
system. Here are already one thousand women 
enrolled since last year, and how many more will 
be enrolled no one can tell. He hoped that some- 
thing would be done by Congress at an early day 
as a guide for the action of the Committee on Pen- 
sions; whether we should recommend those cases 
that appealed to our sympathies, or those of 
whose justice our reason was convinced. He 
thought the whole system was liable to objection; 
that, even to the aged veterans intended to be ben- 
efited by it, it has operated as an injury. By 
throwing them on the pittance of eight dollars a 
month, they have been induced to neglect honest 
industry, and have been brought to poverty. He 
noped thatsome member, who had taken an active 


part in this discussion, would bring forward a, 


proposition to repeal the law, and he would be 
popes to spread his views before the Senate 
and the country. 

Mr. PIERCE said: When I rose at the same 
moment with the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Mor- 
Ris,] it was with the intention of making some 
explanations, which I considered due from the 
committee by whom the bill of last session, which 
has been so often referred togwas reported. Those 


explanations have been made, as I trust, satis- | 


factorily, by the Senator who has just resumed 
his seat, 


The attention of the Senate has been called, in 
the progress of this debate, not only to the pen- 


sion system generally, but, as is not unusual here, | 


to various other matters, historical, political, and 
financial. With these topics I have at present 


nothing to do; and although I have very decided | 


opinions as to the inequality and injustice of some 
of the hte a of the various pension laws, and 
& much stronger belief than I could desire to en- 
tertain of frauds perpetrated under them, still the 


proposition now pending to meet obligations im- 
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posed by existing laws does not appear to me to || you upon the highway and demands your purse. 
| Thus much | have thought it my duty to say, to 


be the appropriate one for discussing the policy 
of past legislation. That question, as applicable 
to this subject, I will say, in reply to a remark 
of the Senator near me, | shall probably have oc- 
casion to raise in a few days, by the introduction 
of a bill to provide for the punishment of certain 
frauds committed on persons claiming pensions, 
and for other purposes. 
Whatever might have become the subjects of 
speculation in these times, when the imaginations 
| of men seem to be unusually occupied with 
schemes for acquiring sudden and abundant riches 
without labor, one would have expected that the 
soldiers of the Revolution and their widows might 
have escaped the grasping avarice of all men, how- 
ever destitute of principle. But such is not the 
fact; as an American citizen, I say it with shame; 
| but the truth must be told; it must be told, for the 
| protection of the feeble, the ignorant, and the un- 
suspecting. Such frauds, | am assured by inform- 
| ation derived from various sources, and in part 
| from the Department which has charge of this 
subject, are extensive as they are disgraceful. 
For the benefit of successful claimants, who may 
draw their first payments before the bill to which 


desire at this time, and upon this proposition for 
an appropriation, to make a few remarks. 
| | have been informed, and believe it to be true, 
_ that the passage of the law of July last, and the 
passage of preceding laws of a similar character, 
| have been the signal for agents to traverse the 
country in every direction in search of the aged 
and imbecile persons therein provided for; not 
; with the laudable motive of assisting them to se- 
| cure their rights at the least possible expense, 
but to practice upon their credulity, and impose 
upon their weakness and their ignorance. It js 
| notorious that contracts have not unfrequently 
| been made by such agents by which, if success- 
ful, they were to receive a large portion of the 
amount which should first be drawn; in many 
| instances twenty-five per cent., in others fifty per 


no special contract has been made, the most ex- 
| orbitant fees have been demanded and paid. Since 
| my arrival in this city, L have received a letter 
giving the name of a certain agent who obtained, 
during the last summer or the early part of au- 
| tumn, a certificate for an aged widow, under the 
act of 1836, by which she was entitled to receive, 
| in September last, $600. The money was.duly 
| paid, and the agent claimed and retained for his 
| services the sum of $250. 


I have referred can be considered by Congress, I | 


cent., and insome even more; and in cases where | 


I name this as an in- | 


| dividual instance recently brought to my knowl- | 


|edge. A fair and liberal cOmpensation for all 
| services rendered and expenses incurred, in or- 


' . . 
| dinary cases, under the act of the last session, | 


| would be from five to ten dollars; in very few 
| instances should such compensation exceed the 
latter sum, the evidence of the husband’s service 
being generally on file in the Department, 

| It may be asked how the claimants are induced 
| 





to make such contracts, when the provisions of | 


| the law are plain, and the regulations of the De- 
partment simple and easy to be complied with, 


| and why they submit to such exorbitant charges? | 


| The answer is obvious. The beneficiaries are 
| usually in the humble and obscure walks of life, 
poor and infirm, imbecile through age, and igno- 
rant of the steps necessary to be taken. Besides, 
they are too much elated with the prospect of 


| obtaining any sum, however trifling, to relieve | 


| their immediate necessities, to cavil about terms; 
and they eagerly embrace the first proffer of as- 
sistance. 
stances, that in their second childhood they should 


men? However, I have nothing to do with the 
means by which agents are enabled to cheat and 


ls it surprising, under all the circum- | 


become the ready dupes of artful and dishonest | 


defraud the pensioner. The thing has been done, | 


and I fear will continue to be done, as long as 


money shall be drawn from your Treasury for 
these purposes. 
of no small portion of the pittance intended to 
be secured to them, and them alone. Yes, sir, 
worse than robbed; for men who have so far for- 
gotten their manhood, nay, who have so entirely 
cast off all sense of honor and common honesty, 
as to speculate upon and plunder revolutionary 
soldiers, or the helpless widows who may sur- 
vive them, are sunk in disgrace infinitely below 
the level of the brigand, who openly confronts 


Pensioners have been robbed | 


put persons entitled to pensions upon their cuard 
against these cormorants; and | hope that my 
remarks may fall not only under the observation 
of the agents, who have argus eyes for every- 
thing relating to this subject, but that they may 
reach some of the worthy claimants. If they 


| shall have any effect in preventing injustice and 


| extortion, my object will be attained. 


All such 


agreements as I have before alluded to are ¢con- 


ceived and consummated in fraud, and are in di- 
rect violation of the spirt and intehtion of the 
law. They are in no way obligatory, legally 


| or morally, and should be so regarded by the 


pensioner. 


Mr. WRIGHT made a brief explanation of 


| the reasons which prevented the Committee on 


| Finance from recommending this 


amendment 


| when applied to todo so by the Senator from New 


| Jersey. 


Although he thought that this appro- 


| priation ought to be made, inasmuch as it was 


called for by an express law of Congress, which 
all admitted ought to be carried into effect; yet, 
as it Was an appropriation sui generis, and had 


| always been provided for by the House of Rep- 


resentatives in a separate bill, he thought it 
ought not to be ingrafted on the bill then before 


' them, and would prefer its coming from the 
| House of Representatives, where it ought prop- 


| tent to originate appropriation bills. 


erly to originate, in a bill of its own. 

Mr. BUCHANAN did not intend to go farther 
into this question, but he rose to protest against 
its being admitted that this body was not compe- 


He knew 


| that, upon a very late occasion, when an attempt 


was made in that body to introduce a large ap- 
propriation in a House bill, this question was 
raised, but he resisted the principle then. [It was 
true that burdens laid on the people must origin- 
ate inthe House of Representatives; butafter the 
money has gone into the ‘Treasury, it was giving 
up too much by the Senate to admit that they 
have no right to originate an appropriation of it, 

Mr. WRIGHT explained. He never doubted 
the right of the Senate, as claimed by the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania; he only spoke of the 
practice. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that the question was 
of practice, and not of power; far, on that occa- 
sion, gentlemen were very ready to exercise the 
latter. Though it had not been the practice in 
that body, since he had been there, yet to appro- 
priation bills of that nature, coming from the 
House, large appropriations had been added. If 
he were to admit that the Senate ought not to 
originate such bills, the case presented by the 
Senator from New Jersey ought to be an excep- 
tion to the rule. As to those widows who were 
married between 1783 and 1794, he did not know 
whether he would have voted for them or not; 
but as the faith of the Government was to be re- 
deemed, and there was a large amount of arrears 
due from the time of the passage of the act ull 
now, he hoped the amendment would be adopted. 
He did not believe there was a Senator present 
who would vote against the appropriation if it 
came up in a way he approved of. Even the 
Senator from South Carolina admitted that the 
faith of the Government was pledged. As this 
was a proposition to carry into effect an existing 
law, he must vote in the affirmative; but if it were 
not a proposition to carry into execution an exist- 
ing law, he must consider that there was some 
force in the objections of gentlemen who had 
opposed it. 

r. STRANGE said that he should vote 
against the amendment of the Senator from New 
Jersey, for most of the reasons assigned by the 
gentlemen who had opposed it. He disliked taking 
up this matter of importance and connecting it 
with a matter of equal importance wholly dissim- 
ilar to it. In order to enable Senators to come to 
a correct conclusion with regard to it, it ought to 
stand on its own merits. It had been suggested, 
in the course of the debate, that there was a gen- 
eral law requiring these pensions to be paid at 
stated periods—in March and September. Now 
there certainly was timqenough between this and 
March to provide for the cases embraced in this 
amendment, and the arrearages could be put off 
till that time. But this was a matter of great im- 
portance, and nota vague question of expediency 
only. He believed that it was part of a great 
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system of raising the public money, and then | 


spending it. He was not prepared to say whether 
this was a question of public faith; but, at all 
events, there ought to be an inquiry into the pro- 
priety of making the expenduure. He would 
not, however, have troubled the Senate at this 


late period of the day, but for the purpose of | 
bringing to light some facts very appropriate at | 


this time, when economy and retrenchment had 


been so much spoken of. At the last session he | 


had the honor to say, in reply to charges of prod- 
igality and extravagance that had been made 
against the Adminisiration and its friends,that the 


Opposition itself was to biame for most of the | 


extravagance that had been committed; and he 
had further said that the proof of this would be 
found by a reference to the Journals. His col- 


league the other day had repeated the same thing, | 


and as the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 


Davis} had joined issue with him, and had chal- | 
lenged the production of proof, it would be an | 
admission of erroneous assertion on their part if 


they did not bring it forward. 


Repeated efforts had been made by those in the | 


Opposition to inculcate the belief that the Admin- 
istration was guilty of the greatest extravagance, 


and the only way to meet these charges was to | 
come forward with the proof. He had had but little || 
opportunity since the charge was made of sup- || 


plying himself with all the proof that could be 
found; buthe had, however, turned over the leaves 
of the Journal since the last session, and found 
that every charge made by his colleague was fully 
substantiated. He would cite a few cases for the 
information of the Senate, by which they might 
judge of the whole. He found at the last session 
that the bill for the continuation of the Cumber- 
land road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illi- 
nois, was several times before the Senate; and as 
this bill involved a heavy expenditure, he would 
refer to it first in order: 

* On motion of Mr. T1pron to postpone the special order, 


for the purpose of taking up this bill, the veas and nays 
were nearly equally divided; and he admitted that there 


i} 


were some gentiemen on both sides who voted against it. | 


The yeas were, Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Crittenden, Davis, Fuiton, Knight, Merrick, Morris, 
Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of [udi- 
ana, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, White, and Young. 


“ Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Ben- | 


ton, Brown, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthbert, Hubbard, King, 


Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, were found voting against this measure? Ata | 


Roane, Strange, Trower, Walker, Wall, Williams, and || 


Wright.” 

Now, in discussing this subject, he had always 
admitted that some few of the Administration 
party, for particular reasons, could always be 
found to vote fur a number of these expenditures. 

Again: 

*¢ On motion by Mr. Norve.t to lay this bill on the tabie, 
it was decided ia the negative—yeas 18, nays 19. 


“The yeas were, Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, | 


Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard. King, Luinpkin,Lyon, McKean, 


Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Rives, Roane, Walker, Wall, 
and Williains. 

‘The nays were, Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Crittenden, Grundy, Knight, Merrick, Morris, Rob- 
inson, Sevier, Smith of indiana, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Trower, Webster, White, and Young.”’ 


In page 328 of the Journal it will be found that 


* The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, | 


the bill making appropriations for certain roads in the Ter- 
ritory of Wisconsin ; and baving been ainended, it was re- 
ported to the Senate. 

* On motion by Mr. Wacker, further te amend the bill 
by adding thereto the following proviso : ‘ Provided always, 
That nothing contained in this act shall be construed as to 


imply that the United States are pledged, or in any mauner | 


bound, to make any apprupriations in future to make or 


construct said roads, or any part or portion of them,’ it was 


determined in the atfirmative—veas 23, nays 17. 


\| 


* Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Al- | 


len, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Grundy, King, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 
Switt, Trotter, Walker, White, and Williams. 

* Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Bayard, 


Benson, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, || 


Fulton, Hubbard, Knight, Linn, Prentiss, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Tipton, Webster, and Young.” 

Here was a measure (Mr. S. said) which had 
a tendency to pledge the country for heavy future 
expenditures; and, in order to avoid this, the 


amendment was introduced by the Senator from || 


Mississippi. It was very easy tosee whether the 
measure was supported by the friends of the Ad- 
ministration or not. In perfect fairness, he would 
now call their attention to a vote in which it would 
be found that he himself voted on the side of ex- 
travagance. It was a case in which his constit- 


' 
j 


| 
| 
j 
' 
| 
| 
i 


him to vote for it. It was the amendment of the 
act giving the assent of Congress to the act of 
the Legislature of Virginia, incorporating the Fal- 
mouth and Alexandria Turnpike Road Company. 

Mr. S. here read the yeas and nays in which 
he was found voting in the affirmative. 


In page 414 of the Journal would be found the | 
passage of the Cumberland road bill, which was | 


passed by the following vote: 


| Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, 


Smith of Indiana, Spence, Swift, Tipton, Webster, Wright, || 


and Young. 
| Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Cal- 


|| houn, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Hubbard, King, Lyon, 


Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, and Williams.” 


After citing the unanimous vote on the bill for 
the suppression of Indian hostilities, and which 
Mr. 8. said no man had the hardihood to vote 
against, Mr.S. referred to the bill to purchase the 
right to use Dr. Boyd Reilly’s vapor bath: 


** On the question, ‘ Shall this bill be engrossed and read 
the third time ?? it was determieed in the negative—yeas 
15, nays 20. 

** Those who voted in the affirmative are, Messrs. Bay- 
ard, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Fulton, Grundy, Knight, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Prentiss, Rob- 
inson, Sevier, and Swift. 

** Those who voted in the negative are, Messrs. Allen, 


Wright, and Young.”’ 


How many ofthe Opposition were found voting 
against this expenditure? 
On page 519 would be found the bill making 


appropriations for building light-houses, light- | 
boats, beacon lights, buoys, and for making sur- | 


veys; the question on taking up this bill was 
| decided—yeas 23, nays 14: 

“The yeas were, Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lyon, 


| Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Tall- 
madge, Wall, Williams, and Wright. 

‘* Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Allen, 
Benton, Clay of Alabama, Crittenden, Fulton, Lumpkin, 
Merrick, Pierce, Preston, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, White, 
| and Young.’ 


How many of the Opposition (Mr. S. asked) 


very late period of the Jast might of the session he 
| rose for the purpose of stopping this bill; but it 
being found that a quorum was not present, he 
was prevailed upon not to persist in calling for 
the yeas and nays, as it would have puta stop to 
all the other business of the Senate. 

The next vote to which he would advert, was 
the bill explanatory of the act regulating the pay 
and emoluments of the brevet officers: 


“On the question ‘ Shall this bill be engrossed, and read 


| 


a third time’? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 


20, nays 18. 

‘** Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Allen, 
| Bayard, Benton, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
} ton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Knight, Merrick, Nich- 
| olas, Norvell, Preston, Rives, Roane, Ruggles, Tallmadge, 
Trotter, and Wall. 
| _ ** Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Brown, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Niles, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
Indiana, Strange, White, Williams, Wright, and Young.” 


How many of the Opposition (Mr. S, asked) 
voted against this bill? 

The harbor bil (Mr. 8. continued) came upat 
half-past four o’clock, on the 6th of July, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Davis. Mr. 8S. here read from the 
Journal as follows: 
| **On motion of Mr. Davis, that the Senate proceed to 
| the consideration of the bill to provide for certain harbors, 
| and for the removal of obstructions in and at the mouths of 
| certain rivers, and for other purposes, during the year 1838, 
it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 18, nays 1). 
| “Those wifo voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Bay- 
| ard, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Hubbard, Lyon, Merrick, 
| Niles, Norvell, Robbins, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, South- 
| ard, T'allmadge, Tipton, Webster, Williams, and Wright. 

Pr Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Brown, 
Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Pierce, 
| Preston, Trotter, Wall, and White.” 

| 

i 

i 


How many of the Opposition voted against 
taking up this bill, which involved such heavy 
exponesnmey! 
| Mr. 8S. said that he would trouble the Senate 
| with one more case, and that was the Indian ap- 
| propriation bill, to which Mr. Wurre offered an 
| amendment appropriating $150,000 for subsist- 


ucnts were interested, and where they expected | ence and expenses of.such Indians west of the 


“Those who voted in the affirmative were,Messrs. Alien, || 
Bayard, Renton, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, | 
Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, Knight, Linn, McKean, | 


| Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Hubbard, King, | 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Roane, Ruggles, Smith | 
of Connecticut, Strange, ‘Trotter, Wall, White, Williams, | 


| McKean, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell. Prentiss,Rives, | | 
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Mississippi, who, by reason of the recent emi. 
gration, &c., were unable to subsist themselves: 

« Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Ray. 
ard, Benton, Buchanan, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert 
Davis, Fulton, King, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, Preston’ 
Rives, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of [ndiana, Sout. 
ard, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, and White. 

** Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Allen 
Brown, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Hubbard) 
Niles, Nurvell, Pierce, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Con. 
| necticut, Strange, Wall, and Williams.” 

_ How many of the epson were found vot- 
ing against this bill? He had no doubt of the 
fact that he could go through the whole Journal 
and produce similar results. In truth, aimost 
any proposition would meet the views of some 
few friends of the Administration. But let the 


duce no false impression. If the charge of ex- 
_travagance recoiled on the Opposition, why, let 

it be known. His only object in making this 
explanation was to meet the challenge of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts. 

After some remarks from Mr. ALLEN, 

Mr. BENTON explained that he had just ex- 
amined the Journals of last session, and found 
| that the amendment to the bill which brought in 
this class of pensioners, by which the pension 
list was swelled up some two or three millions, 
was made and adopted, not only without the yeas 
and nays, but without evena division. It was 
thus seen that an affair of this magnitude crept 
into their legislation without being noticed by 
any Senator present. 

A motion was made by Mr. CRITTENDEN to 
|, amend the amendment by inserting: 
|| And provided further, That the act of July 7, 1838, be 
|| repealed after the 3d of March, 1839. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the Senate then 
|| adjourned. 


| facts go before the country; he wished to pro. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, December 18, 1838. 


| The first business in order was the motion made 
|| yesterday by Mr. Wise not to receive the peti- 
|| tion presented by Mr. Reep from certain inhab- 
|| itants of Nantucket, praying Congress to open 
|| international relations with the Republic of Hayti. 
| Mr. GRENNELL, who was entitled to the 
|| floor, addressed the House at some length in sup- 
1 port of the right of petition—a right, he insisted, 
'| which had never been denied by the veriest des- 
|, poton earth. He then expatiated on the great 
|, advantages that would accrue to this country by 
|, Opening commercial negotiations with, and ac- 
|, knowledging the independence of, Hayti, where 
| we now labored under great disadvantages, owin 
| to the inequality of duties between goods carrie 
| in American vessels and in those of other nations 
|, which had recognized the nationality of that Re- 
| public. Mr. G. admitted that it did look to one 
| sort of abolition, and that alone—the abolition of 
|| national distinctions founded on color—to which 
! he was at a loss to conceive any possible objec- 
|| tion. é 

| Mr. FILLMORE expressed a hope that the 
|| question would be taken one way or the other, 80 
|| as to allow other petitions to be presented. 

| Mr. LOOMIS then demanded the previous 
|| question. ; 

|| Mr. WISE moved to lay the subject on the 
|| table; which took precedence of the demand for 
| the previous question. P 
r. REED called for the yeas and nays; which 
|| were ordered. 

|| Mr. CUSHING oonint whether, if Mr. 
‘| Wise’s motion prevailed, it would not be, in sub- 
|| Stance, equivalent to refusing to receive the pe- 
| tition? 

The SPEAKER repljed that the petition would 
remain in the hands of the gentleman offering to 
present it; and the motion to receive would lie on 
the table, subject to be taken up at any future 
time the House might feel disposed to do so. 

Mr. CUSHING. Then, in point of fact, the 
petition will not have been received? 

The SPEAKER. It will not. “ 
The question being taken, was decided in the 
negative—yeas 65, nays 121; as follows: 
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YEAS—Messrs. Boon, Bynum, John Calhoon, 
Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, John Campbell, Carter, 
Chapman, , Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Crockett, Cushman, Dawson, Dennis, Glascock, 
James Graham, Grantiand, Graves, Griffin, Hamer, Harri- 
son, Hawkins, Haynes, Jabez. Jackson, Jenifer, Henry 
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Jenaeth; William C. Johnson, John W. Jones, Legare. 
Lewis, LYon, Mallory, James M. Mason, Martin, Abraham 


McCleilan, Miller, Montgomery, Pearce, Pope, Prati, Ren- > 


cher, Khett, Robertson, Augustine HH. Shepperd, Charles 
Shepard. Shields, Southgate. Stanly, Stone, Stuart, Talia. 
ferrv, John White, Lewis Williams, Sherrard Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher .Williams, Wise, Word, 
ell—65. 

any AYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Andrews, Atherton, 
Ayerigg, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, 
Boud, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, Buchanan, William B. Cal- 
youn, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Childs, Coffin, Corwin, 
Cranston, Cushing, Darlington, Davee, Davies, De Graf, 

je, Duncan, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Far- 
rington, Fairfield, Richard Fletcher, tsaac Fletcher, Fill- 
more, Foster, Fry, James Garland, Giddings, William Gra- 
ham, Grant, Grennell, Haley, Hall, Hammond, Harlan, 
Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hopkins, Howard,Hubley, 

, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lincoln, 
Loomis, Marvin, Sampson Mason, May, Maxwell, McKay, 
McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, 


Murray, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Pafris, Paynter, | 


Peck, Petrikin, Phelps, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, 
Reed, Ridgway, Rives, Robinson, Russell, Saltonstall, 


Sheffer, Sheplor, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, Spencer, Stratton, | 


Taylor, Thomas, Tillinghast, Toland, Toncey, Turney, 
Underwood, Vail, Vanderveer, Webster, Weeks, Albert 


S. White, Whittlesey, Jared W. Williains, Worthington, | 


aud Yorke—121. 


table. 

The question recurred on the demand for the 
previous question. —_ 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The main question, being, ‘* Shall this petition 
be received by the House?’’ was then pro- 
pounded. 


So the House refused to lay the subject on the | 
' went on to 


Henry, Herod, Hopkins, Howard, Ingham, ‘Thomes B. 
Jackson. Jenifer, Kemble, Kennedy, Khagensmith, Lead. 
better, Lincoln, Loomis, Marvin, Sampson Mason, MeKen- 
nan, Milligan. Morgan, Murray, Naylor, Noble, Noyes, 
Ogic, Parmenter, Peck, Phelps, Plumer. Potts, Putnam, 
Rariden, Randoiph, Reed, Ridgway, Robinson, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sheffer, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, Spencer, Strat- 
ton, ‘Taylor, Thomas, Tillinghast. Toland, Toucey, Tur- 
ney, Underwood, Vail, Webster, Weeks, Albert 8. White. 
John White, Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, and Yorke— 105. 


So the House refused to lay the petition on the 
table; and it was then referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. WISE said, being in a minority of thirty- 
two, he gave up the fight, and withdrew his 
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motion made yesterday to reconsider the same | 


reference of a similar petition presented by Mr. 
GRENNELL. 

Petitions and memorials, chiefly on the subject 
of abolition, &c., were presented by Messrs. 


setts. 
Mr. SALTONSTALL presenting a petition 


| similar to the others in relation to Hayti, 


Mr. CUSHMAN asked for the yeas and nays | 


thereon; which, being ordered, were—yeas 157, 
nays 32; as follows: 


drews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, 
Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, Boon, Borden, Bronson, 


Buchanan, William B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, William B. | 


Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Cheatham, 
Childs, Cleveland, Ciowney, Coffin, Connor, Corwin, 
Craig, Crary, Cranston, Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, 


Davee, Davies, De Gratf, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunn, Ed- | 
wards, Evans, Everett,Ewing, Farrington,Richard Fletcher, || 


Isaac Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Fry, James Garland, Gid- 
dings, Goode, William Graham, Grantiand, Grant, Graves, 
Gry, Grennell, Haley, Hall, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, 
Harrison, Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Holt, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubley, fugham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jack- 
son, Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John 
‘W. Jones, Kein, Kembie, Kennedy, Klingensmith, Lead- 
better, Lincoln, Loomis, Marvin, Sampson Mason, Max- 
well, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, Me- 
Kennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Montgomery, 
Morgan, Murray, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parker, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Peck, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, 
Potts, Pratt, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, 
Ridgway, Rives, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Saltonstall, 


Sheplor, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stuart, || 


Stratton, Taylor, Thomas, Tillinghast, Toland, Toucey, 
Turney, Unuerwood, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Web- 
ster, Weéks, Albert S. White, John White, Whittlesey, 
Sherrard Williams, Jared W.Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, Worthington, and Yorke—157. 
NAYS—Messrs. John Calhoon, John Campbell, Coles, 
Crockett, Dawson, Dennis, Glascock, James Gratiam, Grif- 
fin, Hawkins, Haynes, Jenifer, William C. Johnson, Legare, 
Lewis, Lyon, Mallory, Martin, Miller, Pope, Rhett, Robert 


son, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard. Shields, | 


mo Towns, Lewis Williams, Wise, Word, and 
eli—vd2. 


So the petition was received. 
Mr. REED then moved to refer it to the Com- 


mittee on Foreign Affairs. 


Mr. STUART moved to lay the petition on 
the table. 


Mr. REED demanded the yeas and nays on | 
that motion; which, being ordered, were—yeas || 


84, nays 105; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bynum, John Calhoon, William B. Campbell, Join 
Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Cheat- 
ham, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crockett, 
Dawson, Dennis, eae Glascock, James Graham, 
Grantiand, Griffin, Hall, Halsted, Hammond, tamer, Har- 


nison, Hawes, Hawkinsy Haynes, Hubley, Jabez Jackson, | 
Henry Johnson, deseo Johnson, William C. Johnson, Na- || 
- Jones, Keim, Legare, Lewis, Lyon, || 


thaniel Jones, John 
James M. Mason, Martin, Maury, Robert McClellan, Abra- 
ham MeClellan, Menefee, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
er, Paynter, Pearce, Petrikin, Pope, Pratt, Reneber, 
Rhett, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Charles Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Southgate, Staniey, 
Stuart, Stone, Taliaferro, Titus, Towns, Wagener, Lewis 
Williams, Sherrard Williams, Christopher H. 
Wise, Word, Worthington, and Yell—84. 
NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Alexander, John W. Allen, An 
derson, Andrews, Bicknell, Biddle, Bund, Borden, Briggs, 
Bronson, Buchanan, William B. Cathoun, Casey, Clark, 
Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, 
Davee, Davies, De Graff, e, Duncan, Dunn, Ed- 


illiams, 


Pe? Evans, Everett, Richard Fletcher, Isaac Fletcher, | 


iimore, Foster, Fry, Giddings; Goode, William Graham, 
Grant, Gray, Grennell, Haley, Harian, Racper, Hastings. 


| 
1} 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


| 
] 


ij 


| ent case, he insiste 


/ acted on heretofore in similar cases. 


Mr. LEGARE objected to its reception, and 
oint out the distinction between a 
bona fide petition asking, as a commercial ques- 
tion, for the interchange of relations between the 
two countries, and those from the Abolitionists, 
got up for the purpose of subserving the ends and 
designs they had in view. Mr. L. then argued 
that the Constitution did not prohibit the House 
from refusing to receive a petition, any more than 


' LINCOLN, FLETCHER, HASTINGS, CAL- | 
| HOUN, and SALTONSTALL, of Massachu- 


AS 


pension list in consequence of disabilities incurred 
in the late war with Great Britain; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Wil- 
liam C. Easton, praying compensation for ser- 
vices rendered as clerk in the Commissary Gen- 
eral’s department; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of John C, Mack- 
all, praying compensation for property destroyed 
during the last war with Great Britain; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of John Bulford ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. FULTON presented certain resolutions of 
the Legislature of Arkansas, authorizing the sale 
of the sixteenth sections, reserved for the use of 
schools; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, several petitions 
and papers on the files of the last session were 
referred to appropriate Committees. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. PIERCE gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the pun- 


_ ishment of frauds committed by applicants for 


by giving full freedom of speech it authorized | 
| licentiousness of speech or blasphemy; and cited 

| various cases in support of this ground, in the | 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, John W. Allen, An- i| 


British Parliament, from ‘* Hatsell’s Precedents. ’’ 
Mr. CUSHMAN then said that, at the rate 
they were going on, no business would be done 
during the session; and, to aid in progressing it, 
he demanded the-previous question; but it was 
not sustained by the House—ayes 66, noes 79. 


Mr. PETRIKIN then moved that the House | 
| adjourn: lost—Treo 89. 


Mr. SALTONSTALL then proceeded to re- | 


ple on the eye ground. In the pres- 
, the petitioners asked only 
for a legitimate object, an object within the power 


| ply to Mr. Lecare, and denied the imagined con- | 
|| nection which that gentleman had contended for. 
| He also denied the power of the House to refuse 
| to receive any and all petitions whose language 
| was in respectful terms, and cited the amendment 
| of the Constitution on this subject to show that 

the right of petition had been secured to the peo- 


pensions, t 

Mr. LYON gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
J. and W. Beeson and others. 

Mr. NICHOLAS gave notice that to-morrow 
he would ask leave to bring tn a bill for the relief 
of Charles Morgan. 

Also, to bring in two other bills for the relief 
of persons whose names were not heard. 

Mr. TALLMADGE gave notice that to-mor- 
row he would ask leave to bring in a bill for the 
abolishment of imprisonment for debt in certain 
cases. 

Mr. BROWN gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill supplementary 
to the act establishing branch mints of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr. FULTON gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize 
the inhabitants of a certain township in Arkan 
sas to surrender their school section, and enter 
other land in lieu thereof. 

Mr. NILES gave notice that to-morrow he - 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of James M. White. 

Mr. HUBBARD gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill allowing 


of Congress, and which Congress had repeatedly || equitable commissions to agents for persons in 


He again 
denied that this subject was connected with that 


whose favor awards have been made under trea- 


|| ties with foreign Powers, which awards have been 


of abolition, though he was prepared to meet the || retained in the Treasury in payment of debts due 


latter, and expressed a hope that the time was not 


North and the South. 

r. HARRISON then renewed the motion to 
adjourn; which prevailing, 

he House adjourned. 





- The following gentlemen were appointed as the | 


Committee on the Library: Messrs. Pore, Cirve- 
LAND, and McCuvre. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpvyespay, December 19, 1838. 


Hon. Ricuarp M. Jounson, Vice President of | 


the United States and President of the Senate, 
and Mr. Movron, Senator from the State of Lou- 
isiana, appeared in their places in the Senate. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of Dr. 
Boyd Reilly, stating that he has invented an appa- 
ratus for the application of steam and medicated 
vapor to the human body; that his invention has 
been introduced into the hospitals of the Army 
and Navy of the United States with great advant- 
age; that he has expended a considerable portion 
of his time and money in pefecting his invention, 
asking compensation in consideration thereof. 
Mr. L. then moved to refer the petition to the 


to. 
Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition and 


i 
i 


far distant when that question would be met, and i 
| deliberately &nd calmly discussed, both by the |! 


' 
} 


to the United States. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. RIVES, on leave, and in pursuance of no- 
tice given, introduced a bill toexplain and amend 
the fifth section of the act of June 30, 1934, for 
the better organization of the United States ma- 
rine corps; which was read twice and referred. 

Mr. NORVELL, on leave, and in pursuance 


. of notice given, introduced a bill to authorize the 


selection of lands for the benefit of the University 
of Michigan, instead of other lands which have 
been hitherto selected; which was read twice and 


| referred. 


Mr. N. also, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a,bill authorizing the 


| President of the United States to cause certain 
| surveys to be made; which was read twice and 
'| referred. 


Mr. DAVIS, on leave, and in pursuance of 


‘notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of 
_ Irvine Shubrick; which was read twice and re- 
| ferred. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, on leave, and in pur- 
suance of notice given, introduced a bill for the 
relief of certain persons therein named; which 
was read twice and referred. 

Mr. RUGGLES, on leave, and in pursuance 
of notice given, introduced a bill for the relief 


| of Joseph Veazy; which was read twice and re- 
| ferred. / 

Committee on Naval Affairs; which was agreed || 
- | of Congress to an act of the General Assembly 


Mr. ROANE, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill giving the assent 


pers of John. Boyd, praying to be placed.on'the '! of the State of Virginia, incurpovating the Fal- 











mouth and Alexandria Railroad Company; which 
was read twice and referred. 

Mr. R. also, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill concerning the 
estates of Junatics and infants; which was read 
twice and referred. 

Mr. CALHOUN, on leave, and in pursuance 
of notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of 
the heirs-at-law of Edward Wade; which was 
read twice and referred. 7 

Mr. HUBBARD, on leave, and in pursuance 
of notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of 
Dr. Samuel White; which was read twice and 
referred, 

Mr. ROBINSON, on leave, and in pursuance 
of notice given, introduced a bill establishing a 
surveyor general’s office in Llinois. 

Mr. YOUNG, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill granting to the 
Mississippi and Rock River Canal Company a 
certain portion of the public lands for the pur- | 
poses therein expressed, 

Mr. Y. also, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill granting to the Ga- 
lena and Chicago Railroad Company the right 
of way through the public lands, aud for other 
purposes. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the Committee | 
on Public Lands, to which had been referred the 
bill relinquishing to the State of Alabama her two 
per cent. fund, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. WALKER, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the bill directing the 
President of the United States to cause certain 
lead mines in Illinois, Wisconsin, and Iowa, to 
be offered for sale, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. FULTON, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the bill for the relief of 
certain ciuzens of Arkansas, who lost their im- | 
provements in consequence of the treaty with the 
Choctaw Indians, reported the same without | 
amendment. 

Mr. ROANE, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported, without amendment, 
the bill for the support of the penitentiary in said 
District. 

Mr. R., from the same committee, reported a 
bill to amend the act establishing a criminal court 
in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, from the Com- | 
mittee on Naval Affairs, to which had been re- 
ferred the memorial of James H. Clarke, reported 
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the expediency of paying Captain Snodgrass’s 


company of Alabama volunteers, for services as 


an escort to the Cherokees, reported a bill for 
their relief; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill rezu- 
lating the pay of masters in the Navy, reported 
the same without amendment. 


INCREASE OF THE NAVY. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said that, in perusing the 
late report of the Secretary of the Navy, he had 
been much pleased with its brevity, as well as 
clearness. In one respect, however, he had been 
disappointed; and that was, that the Secretary had 
notalladed to a subject which now occupied much 
attention in both France and England; he referred 
to steam vessels of war. If the accounts which 
we had received from both these countries were 
to be credited, these vessels must eventually, in 
a considerable degree, supersede all others in naval 


warfare. It would seem that the Governments of || 


these two countries entertained this opinion, as 
there appeared recently to have been an emula- 
tion between them which should construct and 
employ the greatest number of these vessels in the 
shortest time. Mr. B. did not profess to be a com- 
petent judge in this question; but it was one of 
such importance as to demand the serious consid- 


eration of those who were; and it was solely for 


the purpose of directing public attention, as well | 
as that of the Committee on Naval Affairs, to this | 


subject, that he had offered the resolution. If 


| steamships of war should prove to be as efficient 


for attack and defense as they were represented 
to be, both in French and English publications, 
our country would be placed in a most unfortu- 


| nate condition in case ofa war with either of those 


two nauons, We must advance as the world ad- 
vances; and it would be a signal disgrace that we, 
who were the first successfully to apply steam in 


| propelling commercial vessels, should suffer by 


being the last in using it on vessels of wer. Mr. 


|B. hoped that, if the Committee on Naval Affairs 


a bill for his relief; which was read and ordered || 


to a second reading. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been 
referred the message of the President and the 
report of the Postmaster General on the subject, 
reported a bill regulating the transmission of the | 
mails upon railroads; which was read and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the petition | 
of Peter Bargy, reported a bill for his relief; which 


should satisfy themselves of the utility of steam 
vessels for warlike purposes, we should not close 
this session without providing for the construc- 
tion of one or more of them. Even the most skill- 
ful officers of our Navy would require much ex- 
perience, he presumed, before they could become 
well qualified to command and manage a steam 
vessel. The French and the English were both, 


| at this very moment, training their naval officers 


in this important service, on board of such ves- 
sels. 

Mr. B. then submitted the following resolution; 
which was read: * 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed Lo inquire into the expediency of providing for the 


| construction of one or more steam vessels of war, and their 


was read and ordered to a second reading. 1) 


Mr. H., from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the petition of John Kurtz, 


bill for the relief of the owners of the ship Alle- | 
ghany; which was read and ordered to a second | 
reading. Lb 

Mr. LIPTON, from the Committee on Indian | 


employment in the naval service. 


Mr. BENTON observed that this subject of 
steam batteries was not aynew one. It had been 
several years ago recommended to the considera- 


tion of Congress, by the Secretary of War, both | 
in relation to coast and harbor defense; this re- | 
port would be found among the detailed state- 
| ments of the War Department. The report went 


into a description of the nature of the vessels ree- 
surviving partner of Bowie & Kurtz, reported a | 


Affairs, to which had been referred the bill for |! 


the protection of the emigrant and other Indians 
west of Missouri and Arkansas, reported the 
same without amendment. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred the bills for the relief 
of Joseph Banks and Ephraim Sprague, reported 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which had been referred the bill 
for the relief of the Selma and Tennessee Railroad | 
Company, reported the same withoutamendment. | 

Mr. TIPTON, from the same committee, to | 
which had been referred the bill for the relief of 
the Georgia and Alabama Railroad Company, 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affuirs, to which had been referred the res- | 


ommended, as well as the situation of the coasts 
and harbors recommended to be defended by 
them. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that he never 
moved in any subject of this kind without first 
oltaining all the information it possessed. He 
certainly was not ignorant of all that had been 


| done by the War Department on the subject, but 


it was not coast and harbor defense only that 
his resolution contemplated, but it referred to the 
building of steam vessels of war to act on the 
ocean. It was for the purpose of calling the at- 
tention of the Naval Committee and the public to 
the subject that he had introduced his resolu- 
tion. What was the difficulty? Was not the 
object embraced in the resolution a proper subject 
ofanquiry? All the scientific naval officers of the 
most powerful nations in the werld were not 
only turning their’ attention to the subject, but, 


what was more, were training their officers to 


naval warfare in steam vessels. During the last 
summer he had received more than one dozen of 
publications made on the subject in Europe. 


olution of the Senate directing an inquiry into ! Mr. DA 


VIS was much obliged to the Sena; 
from Pennsylvania for bringing this Subject ty 
the notice of the Senate. He should advocate |); 
motion, and hoped the Naval Committee woy!, 
give their serious attention to the subject, an. 
report what information they may collect to 1), 
Senate and the country. In Great Britain g,,, 
France this subject had occupied a great deal 5; 
attention, and in this country it had not bey, 
| entirely overlooked. The Secretary of War hj, 
| invited their attention to it, and the Committee 9, 
|, Military Affairs had brought the subject befa;, 
the Senate, but it had not been acted upon exce,,, 
in a single case, that of the steam frigate Fultop 
| which is now in service as a vessel of experimen: 
It was a subject of deep importance to the couy. 
try, and ought to be fully investigated. We oug); 
to avail ourselves of the information to be derived 
from the experience of foreign nations, as well as 
_ that to be derived from the scientific among oy; 
own countrymen. . 
|| The resolution was then agreed to without q 
| division. 


| 


or 


RESOLUTIONS. 


| The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
|| Benton, on Monday last, was taken up, consid. 
| ered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re. 
quested to cause to be communicated to the Senate the 
correspondence of Commodore Porter, Chargé d’ Affaires a: 
|, Coustantinople ; also, the correspondence otf the consuls of 

the United States at Constantinople, Smyrna, Broussa, Sa. 

lonica, Cyprus, Cos, Aleppo, Beirout. (inclusive of Damas. 

eus and Seyd,) Alexandria, and Candia, so far as the said 
| correspondence relates to the commerce carried on withiy 
the Turkish dominions, and in the pachalick of Egypt, and 
may not, in the opinion of the President, be improper to be 
communicated. 


__ The following resolution, also submitted by 
| Mr. Benton, was also taken up, considered, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed t) re- 
port to the Senate, at the commencement or the nexts.aud 
session of Congress, the nature and extent of the privile es 
and restrictions of the commercial intercourse of the Uni 
ted States with all foreign nations, so as to show how far 

| the commerce and navigation of this Republic are favored 
and encouraged, or burdened and restricted, in differen 
| countries. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
| instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing for 
| the appointment of a Minister Resident at Constantinople, 
instead of a Chargé d’Affaires; and that the Commitee 
| on Commerce be instructed to inquire into the expediencs 
of allowing a salary, in addition to fees, to the United States 
consul at the same place.’’ 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
_ tion; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to the Senate general statements in relation to the 
salt duties, the importation of foreign salt free of duty, in 
the fisheries of the United States, and also in the beef and 
| pork trade, showing— 

1. The quantity of salt annually imported into the United 
States since the year 1789, and the places where imported, 
| with the total value thereof from each place, and the aver 
| age original cost thereof per bushel, and the average quar- 
| terly market price in New York. 
| 2 The annual amount of drawback paid on salt used in 

curing fish, beef, and pork for export, and of all bouniies 
‘| and allowances in fishing vessels, in licu of @ drawback 0! 

the salt duty, and as a commutation and equivalent there 
for; so as to show the annual amount of the salt tax re 
funded or commuted to the curers of fish inmported, and 
| also the amount of the tax refunded to exporters of beef and 
| pork, so long as beef aud pork enjoyed that benefit. 
| 3. The same amounts computed in bushels Of salt, 80 & 


to show the annual quantity of salt free of duty which lias 
been used or allowed for in the fisherics to the presenttime, 
and also in the beef and pork trade, so long as exported 
beef and pork were entitled to a drawback of all the sail 
duty. 


Mr. RIVES submitted the following resolution; 
which lies over one day for consideration: 


' 
| 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury commu! 
| cate to the Senate, at as early a day as practicable, the 1 
| formation called for under the following heads of inquiry: 
1. The period at which the third bond of the Bunk o! 
| the United Stafes, sold to that institution, amounting l¢ 
| $2,954,871 38, was placed to the credit of the Treasurer on 
the books of the bank; the terms on which it was nego 
tiated: the person acting on behalf of the bank, with whorm 
the negotiation was made; the particulars of any under 
standing or agreement that the proceeds of the same should 
be left on deposit with said bank, until wanted in the ordi- 
nary disbursements of the Government; and what under- 
standing and arrangement, if any, has taken place respecting 
the benefit which might accrue to the bank in the transter 
of money it should make to distant places on account of 
1 "9 “The persed wh he sum of $1,600,000, in part pay 
2. The peri en the sum ,000, in pa r 
|| ment of the same bond of the Bank of the United States. 








|| was placed to the credit of the Treasurer by that bank, aud 
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the nature of the agreement or understanding had in refer- | 
ence to the payment of @ part of said bund before, and of 
another part alter it became due. 

3, Whether any suin or sums of the public money have 
been deposited in the Bank of the United States, other than 
those derived from the payment or sale of its bonds; if so, 
the amount and date of each deposit, and by whom and by 
whose authority and direction they were made. 

4. The aggregate balance standing weekly to the credit 
of the Treasurer in the Bank of the United States, its 
branches or agencies, Whether subject to dratt or not, as 
well as the weekly aggregate balance in the Treasury from 
the time the first deposit was made in the said bank of 
moneys arising from the payment or sale of its bonds up to 
the present period. : : 

5, A list of all its branches, or agencies of the said Bank 
of the United States, on which the Treasury Departinent 


pas drawn drafts, the amount of public moneys directed to || 


be placed at each, and of the drafts severally drawn on 
them, and the rates of exchange between Philadelphia and 
each ofthe places to which sums were ordered to be trans- | 


ferred. 


6. The amount, so far as it can be conveniently ascer- || 
tained, that has been drawn from the Bank of the United || 
States, its branches or agencies, or in notes of said bank, || 


for paying Indian annuities, or other claims of the Indians | 


on the Government, or for defraying the expenses attending | 
the removal of the Indians; and, in general, the nature of || 


the arrangements, if any, made for the more distant public 
disbursements in the notes of the bank ; together with all 
the correspondence, agreements, and instructions given or 
entered into, connected with any or all the heads of inquiry 
above stated. 
Resolved, also, That he communicate the nature of the 
arrangements made with him by those banks in which, 
according to his report of the 3d instant, portions of the 
public money have been nlaced to the creditof the Treas- 
urer on special deposit;”? the kind of money in which the 
said special deposits were made; whether the same were 
entered on the books of the banks; whether the identical 
moneys deposited have continued to be held by the banks ; 
whether the drafts of the Treasury Department that have 
heen drawn On those deposits have been paid in the specific 


moneys deposited ; and whether the balances accruing are || 


part and parcel of the very moneys originally deposited. 
Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
toinquire into the expediency of authorizing the Secretary 


of War to make reasonable and just compensation to agents 
employed in the payment of pensioners. 


Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of ceding to the 
State of Iilinois such of the public lauds as remain unsold 
in the * American Bottom,” in that State, which extend 
along the Mississippi river, from the mouth of Wood river 
tothe mouth of the Kaskaskia river, and are bounded by 
the bluffs or highlands on the one side and the river on the 
other; for the purpose of aiding said State in improving the 
health of its citizens by draining the lakes, ponds, and | 
marshes in that part of the country. 

In presenting the above resolution, Mr. Y. said: 
I hold in my hand, Mr. President, a report made | 
by the president of the board of managers of the | 
lilinois State Lottery, authorized by the General 
Assembly of that State for the purpose of drain- 
ing the lakes and ponds, and improving the health | 
of the citizens residing in the** American Bottom;”’ 
astrip of country extending from the mouth of | 
Wood river, a short distance above the mouth of | 
the Missouri river, to the mouth of the Kaskaskia 
river, and stretching along the easterly side of the 
Mississippi river about-one hundred miles, with 
an average width of from three to seven miles. 
The quantity of land embraced within the area is | 
estimated at about four hundred square miles, or | 
about two hundred and sixty thousand acres: of 
which only a small portion of refuse, marshy, and 
unsalable land remains the property of the Uni- | 
ted States, although it has ae in market more 
than twenty years. The first settlements made | 
by the white people in Illinois were made by the 
French, at Kaskaskia, Fort Chartres, St. Philips, | 
Cahokia, Prairie Du Pont, Prairie du Rocher, and 
afew other smaller villages. 
in the year 1812, the population of the ‘* Ameri- | 
can Bottom” was greater than now. This is at- | 


tributed to bad health, arising from the stagnant 
ponds and lakes in that part of the country. The 
report states: that the once flourishing villages of 
Fort Chartres, St. Philips, and Prairie Du Pont, | 
are now only known by the ruins, and the in- | 
scriptions over the remains of the dead; that the | 
towns of Cahokia, Harrisonville, and Prairie du | 
Rocher are in a state of great dilapidation; and | 
that there is but little prospect of improvement in | 
that part of the country, unless something shall | 
done to render the unoccupied portions of the | 
country inhabitable for agricultural and other pur- | 
poses. The board of managers, therefore, ask for | 


a donation of those marsh lands to the State, for i 


as of aiding in the proposed improve- | 
the country, in the hope that Congress | 


THE 


rionhnanemal 


It is believed that || 


| will not refuse to promote, in the manner pro- 
posed, so important and laudable an undertaking. 
: : 
The resolution was then adopted. 


BILLS PASSED. 
The following bills were severally read a third 
time and passed: 
The bill for the relief of William East: 
The bill to prevent the counterfeiting of foreign 
coin, and for the punishment thereof; ; 


‘The bill to amend the act to punish certain of- 


‘fenses against the United States; 

_ The bill confirming the sales of certain reserva- 
tions; 

The bill granting to the county of Kalamazoo, 
State of Michigan, the right of preémption to 
certain quarter sections of the public lands; 

The bill for the relief of John Newton; 

The bill for the relief of Jean B. Valle; 

The bill to amend the act entitled an act to re- 
o the judges of the district of East and West 
Tennessee to hold a court at Jackson, in said 
| State; and 

The bill further to postpone the fourth install- 
ment of the deposit with the States. 

The bill for the relief of Walter Loomis and 
Abel Gay was, after considerable debate, post- 
poned until Monday next. 

The question on ordering the bill for the relief 
of Laurent B. Millaudon to a third reading was 
reconsidered, and the bill, after a considerable 
debate, was recommitted to the Committee on the 
| Judiciary. 
| On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 19, 1838. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the First Comptroller of the 
Treasury, in conformity to an act of Congress, 
| inclosing a statement of the accounts that have 
| remained unsettled, or on which balances appear 


|| to be due, for more than three years prior to the 


| 30th September, 1838, on the books of the Fourth 
Auditor; which, 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, was laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 


Aiso, acommunication from the Secretary of 


Commissioner of the General Land Office to that 
Department, in regard to the operations of the 
General Land Office during the year 1837, and 
part of the year 1838, 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. 


Also, a report of the Secretary of the Treas- 


of Representatives of the 6th of June last, in re- 


matters. 


and ordered to be printed. 


the Treasury, inclosing a report and documents 
relative to the petition of John Peebles, collector 
| of internal duties for first, second, third, fourth, 
and fifth districts of Ohio, which was referred 
to, that offiger by the Committee of Claims of the 
House of Representatives at its last session. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, referred to the 
| Committee on Claims. 


REPUBLIC OF HAYTI. 








reception of a petition presented by Mr. SAL- 


TONSTALL, from certain citizens of the town | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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| to submit the following amendment to the rules 


of the House: 


Resolved, That the following be added to, and constitute 
one of, the standing rules of the House : ** If, upon the pre 
sentation Of @ petition, objection be made to receiving te 
same, the question shall be put and decided without ck 
bate.”? 

Objection being made, 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved a suspension of the 
rules; on which motion 

Mr. SLADE demanded the yeasand nays, and, 
being ordered, they were—yeas 91, nays 101; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. John W. Allen, Anderson, Andrews, 
Banks, Beers, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bronson, Bynuta, 
Casey, Chambers, Chapman, Cheatham, Clowney, Coles, 
Connor, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cushman, De Graf’, Duncan, 
Ewing, Farrington, Fillmore, Fry, Galtup, James Garland, 
Glaseock, Granthind, Graves, Gray, Grithn, Haley, Harm 
mond, Harnson, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Herod, Holt, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubley. Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez 
Jackson, Joseph Johnson, William C. Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keun. Kemble, Kennedy, Leadbei 


| ter, Lyon, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham MeClel 
| lan, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Murray, Noble, 
| Palmer, Parker, Petrikin, Phelps, Pratt, Rives, Augus 


tine H. Shepperd, Sheplor, Southgate, Spencer, Stuart, 


| Stone, Taliaterro, Titus, Toucey, Underwood, Vail, Van 


derveer, Wagener, Weeks, Albert 8S. White, John White, 
Sherrard Williams, Worthingtow, and Yeli—91. 

NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, Ath 
erton, Avcrigg, Beaty, Bell, Borden, Briggs, Buchanan, 
William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, William 
B. Campbell, Carter, Chaney, Clark, Collin, Corwin, Cran 
ston, Crockett, Cushing, Dawson, Davee. Davies, Dennis, 


| Dromgoole, Evans, Everett, Fairfield, Richard Fletcher, 


the Treasury, inclosing the annual report of the | 


ury, in compliance with a resolution of the House || 
lation to the accounts of Major Cross, and other | 


On motion of Mr. MERCER, laid on the table, | 


Also, a communication from the Secretary of | 


The unfinished business was the question of | 


of Converse, Massachusetts, praying for the es- | 
tablishment of international relations with Hayti. | 

Mr. HARRISON, who was entitled to the | 
floor, said, in view of the shortness of the ses- | 


House, and that, up to this time, they had done | 


nothing, he thought this discussion should be 
brought to a close, and he, therefgre, demanded 


| 
| 
| sion, of the vast amount of business before the | 
j 
t 


| the previous question; which wa#ecarried with- | 


| out a division, as was also the main question, 
| ** Shall this petition be reccived ?”’ 





| Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, asked leave 


The petition, being therefore received, was, on | 
motion of Mr. SALTONSTALL, referred to the || 


| 


Foster, Giddings, Goode, James Graham, William Graham, 
Grennell, Hall, Hamer, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, 
Ingham, Jenifer, Lewis, Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, James 


| M. Mason, Sampson Mason, Martin, Maury, Maxwell, Me 


| Kennan, Menetee, Mitchell, 


Matthias Morris, Calvary 


| Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Pearce, Peck, 
| Potts, Prentiss, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Reily, 
| Rhett, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, 


Saltonstall, Sawyer, Sheffer, Charles Shepari, Shields, Sib 
ley, Slade, Snyder, Stanly, Stratton, Swearingen, Thomas, 


| Tillinghast, ‘Toland, Toucey, Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 


Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. 


| Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—1!01. 


So the House refused to suspend therrules. 
AFFAIRS IN PENNSYLVANIA. 
The following message in writing was received 


| from the President of the United States by the 








hands of his Private Secretary: 


To the House of Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit the accompanying documents, marked from 
one to five, in reply to a resolution of yesterday’s date, call 
ing for copies of correspondence between the Executive of 
the Federal Government and the Governor of Pennsylvania, 
in relation to ‘a call of the latter for an armed force of 
the United States troops since the present session of Con 
gress,”’ and requiring information “ whether any officer of 
the United States instigated or participated” in the rictous 
proceedings referred to in the resolution, and “ what meas 


| ures, if any, the President has taken to investigate and pun 
| ish the said acts, and whether any such officer still remains 


in the service of the United States.” 
M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasuinotron, December 18, 1838. 

[The documents accompanying this message 
are of an important character. They are so vol- 
uminous as to preclude their publication in to- 
night’s paper; but so soon as we shall obtain a 
copy, they will be given to the public. } 

The message and accompanying documents 
having been read, 

Mr. NAYLOR moved that they be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


| Union, and printed; and addressed the House at 


some length in support of his motion. He said 
this inquiry had been made by a certain party in 
that House, and he was now willing to meet 1' 
to the fullest extent. He remarked, with much 
warmth, upon the fact of Governor Wolf antici- 
pating what had taken place, as going to show 
there was a regularly organized conspiracy on the 
part of the officers and adherents of the General 
Government, concocted in Philadelphia, some of 
whom had taken an active part in it. Mr. N. 
then went again int» the transactions at Harris- 
burg, and the part taken there by Messrs. Page, 
M’Can, and others. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD was at a loss to see any 
good that could arise from the further discussion 
of this matter, or of referring it to a Committee 
of the Whole for discussion, from day to day, 
and therefore he felt as if he was discharging a 
duty to himself and the balance of the members 
by moving that these documents be laid on the 
table, and printed. 

Mr. POTTER begged the gentleman to with- 
draw the motion for a few minutes. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD would do so on condition 
of the gentleman’s renewing it. 
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Mr. POTTER pledged himself to do:so. 
Mr. POTTER commenced by stating that he | 
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‘Hehe Treasury as rélated to the defalcations of the 
Mr. UNDERWOOD withdrew the motion. | Jate collector at New York to a select committee, 


GLOBE. 





December 20, 





and so much thereof as related to a modification | 


had the pleasure of informing the House he had || of the revenue laws to the Committee of Ways | 


every reason to hope that a‘l the difficulties that | 
had unfortunately prevailed in Pennsylvania had 
been brought to a peaceable and permanentterm- | 
ination, and that three distinguished patriots, 
men who are 

Mr. BIDDLE called his colleague to order for 
making a reference to the proceedings at Harris- 
burg. 

Mr. POTTER had only made asingle allusion 
to them, while his other colleague [Mr. Naytor] 
had been permitted to go into and dilate upon 
their history. Mr. P.’s object was to preventany 
further action on the whole subject. There was 
excitement enough now in Pennsylvania without 
creating any more; and he was merely stating a 
fact to show why it was unnecessary, in his judg- 
ment, to refer this subject. As he was saying, | 
he believed the question was settled in Pennsy|- 
vania itself, for there was where it must be ulti- | 
mately settled, for they would permit the inter- 
ference neither of the National nor of any State 
Government, further than the Constitution war- 
ranted. He believed everything was at peace in 





that State now; while we are discussing the mat- | 


ter here, and keeping up the excitement. He had 
just returned from Harrisburg, and a more peace- 
able or more orderly community was not to be 
found within the bounds of this Union than he 
left there. He was satisfied, too, that the rights 
of the people were safe, for they were in hands 
who knew them, and, knowing, dare maintain 
them. The House of Representatives of Penn- 
sylvania isnow, he believed, proceeding as quietly 
and orderly as ourselves. 

With reference to the postmaster at Philadel- 
ohia, Mr. P. would inform his colleague that he 
had been called to Harrisburg by the requisition | 
of Governor Ritner, and that he had recurned 
without one drop of blood having been shed. 


Mr. P. concurred with his colleague in the po- || 


sition that a conspiracy had existed in Pennsyl- 
vania—a conspiracy to trample down the rights 
of free government, and strike at the foundation 
of liberty itself—a conspiracy to usurp the gov- 
ernment of one of the thirteen original States of 


this Union, contrary to the Constitution, contrary || 


to the laws, and contrary to all the institutions 
of our country—a conspiracy for a minority to 
grasp power over the majority—a conspiracy to 
retain, for purposes best known to themselves, 
the functions of the government of Pennsylvania 
fora short time. That conspiracy was announced 
long since, but not by the political party to which 
his colleague had attributed it. No. It was an- 
nounced and proclaimed by the very officer who 
had surreptitiously concealed and kept back the 


returns to the Legislatureof Pennsylvania. Hence, || 
then, Mu. P. concurred in opinion with his col- || 


league, that there was a conspiracy, but the gen- | 
tleman’s friends were answerable for it. 


Mr. P. defended Governor Wolf for the course || 


he had pursued in cautioning the custom-house | 
officers. That gentleman could not but anticipate | 
excitement, for the public press declared it in | 
advance—the officers of the State government at | 
Harrisburg proclaimed it—and his caction was | 
proper, called for by the probable state of things, | 
and only what duty required of him. Mr. P. | 
concluded by renewing the motion to lay on the 
table and print; and it was agreed to without a 
division. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ADAMS, on leave, from the select com- 
mittee thereon, reported, with amendments, the 
bill to prohibit duelling in the District of Colum- | 
bia, and to provide for the punishment thereof. | 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, reported a bilt making an 
appropriation for the protection of the northern | 
frontier of the United States. 

Also, a bill making appropriations for the pay- 
meut of revolutionary and other pénsioners of the | 
United States, for the year 1839. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Chastelain and | 
others, 


the House, by general consent, took up the mo- | 
tion made by him at the oeginning of the session, | 
io refer so much of the report of the Secretary of | 


| Mr. TALLMA 
At the suggestion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, || 


and Means. 





Mr. ROANE, on leave, and in pursuance of 

notice given, introduced a bill to extend the juris. 
| diction of the corporation of the city of Wagh. 
| ington over the Potomac bridge, and to authorige 





|| the making of deeds for certain lots in said city. 


Mr. WISE moved the reference of the former || which was read twice, and referred to the Com. 
io the Committee of the Whole on the state of || mittee on the District of Columbia. 


the Union, and proceeded to address the House 
tn support of that motion, and also on the subject 
generally, going into a history of Swartwout’s 


and other cases of fraud and peculation that had | 


| 
| 


| Mr. R. also, on leave, and in pursuance of no. 


| tice given, introduced & bill for the erection of , 


| hospital in the city of Washington, and for other 
| purposes; which was read twice, and referred to 


occurred under the late and present Administra- || the Committee on the District of Columbia, 


tion, 


After proceeding for some time, he gave || 


Mr. RUGGLES, on leave, and in pursuance 


way, without concluding, to Mr. STANLY, on || of notice given, introduced a bill for the relief.of 
whose motion, \ Isaac Hilton; which was read twice, and referred 
it 


‘The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 20, 1838. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. ROANE presented the petition of the ad- 
ministrators and heirs-at-law of William Terrill; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, presented a 
petition of William Dorsey, register of lands in 
| the northeastern district of Mississippi, asking 


|| compensation for additional clerks; which was | 


| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Mrs. 
Mary W. Thompson, widow of Colonel Alex- 
ander Thompson, who fell in an action with the 
Seminole Indians, praying for a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 


Mr. W. also presented the memorial of Rus- || 


sell Comstock, praying Congress to purchase and 
publish certain discoveries alleged to have been 
made by him to promote the preservation and in- 
crease of agricultural products, &c.; which was 


| referred to the Committee on Agriculture, and 


ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from 
the Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, South 
| Carolina, praying: that Congress would adopt 


some measures that would increase the propor- | 


| tion of American seamen; which was referred to 

| the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Wil- 

‘liam Triplett, praying for confirmation of title 

ito a tract of land; which was referred to the 

| Committee on Private Land Claims. 

| Mr. KING presented a memorial of the Gaines- 

| villeand Narketa Railroad Company; which was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. RIVES gave notice that to-morrow he 
| would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
/of Thomas P. Parson. 

Mr. DAVIS gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
| of Elisha Eldridge. 
| Also, a bill for the relief of the Nantucket 
| Steamboat Company. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. PRENTISS, agreeably to notice given, 
| asked and obtained leave to bring in g bill for the 
| relief of the administrator of Joseph Edson; 
| which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Judiciary. 

| Mr. HUBBARD, on leave, and in pursuance 
| of notice given, introduced a bill allowing equi- 
| table commissions to agents for persons in whose 
| favor awards have been made under treaties with 
‘foreign Powers, which awards have been re- 


tained in the Treasury in payment of debts due 


referred. 
' Mr. RIVES, on leave, and in pursuance of 


| Andrew Forest; which was read twice, and re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. R. al 

| tice given, introduced a bill to establish the Navy 
| ration, and for other purposes; which was re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
E, on leave, and in pursu- 
| ance of notice given, introduced a bill to abolish 
| imprisonment for debt, in certain cases; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
i. the Judiciary. 


ets. 


o the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. NICHOLAS, on leave, and in pursuance 
| of notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of 
Charles Morgan; which was read twice, and re. 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
Mr. N. also, on leave, and in pursuance of no. 
tice given, introduced a bill for the relief of Jean 
| Baptiste Grainger; which was read twice, and re. 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
| Mr. BROWN, on leave, and in pursuance of 
| notice given, introduced a bill supplementary to 





‘| the act establishing branch mints of the United 
|| States; which was read twice, and referred to the 
|| Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. FULTON, on leave, and in pursuance of 


| notice given, introduced a bill to authorize the in- 
|| habitants of township eight north, of range thirty- 





to the United States; which was read twice, and » 
|| notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of 


on leave, and in pursuance of no- , 


| two, to surrender their school section, and enter 
| a section in lieu thereof; which was read twice, 
| and referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
Mr. F. also, on leave, and in pursuance of no- 
| tice given, introduced a bill to authorize the loca- 
tion of preémption certificates given by the regis- 

| ter of public lands at Batesville, Arkansas, under 
law of 26th May. 1838, on any public lands in 
' Arkansas; which was read twice, and referred to 


| the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. NILES, on leave, and in pursuance of no- 

| tice given, introduced a bill for the relief of Jabez 

| L. White and Asa White; which was read twice, 
and referred. 

Mr. MORRIS asked leave to move a reconsid- 
eration of the vote of yesterday, by which the 
bill to punish the counterfeiting of certain coins 

| was passed; which was granted by unanimous 
consent. 

| 
' 
| 
{ 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings, reported the bill to authorize the exam- 
ination and payment of the claims of the work- 
men on the public buildings, without amendment. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which the subject had been referred, 
reported a bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

| Mr. PRENTISS, from the same committee, 
reported the following bills, without amendment: 
A bill to establish a pension agency in Mont- 
pelier, Vermont; 
A bill for the relief of John McCloud; and 
A bill granting a pension to David Waller. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of so amending the act of 
the 7th of July, 1838, **t0 provide for the better security of 
the lives of passengers on board vessels propelled in whole 
or in part by steam,”’ as to provide that every captain, én: 
gineer, pilot, or other person employed in navigating 47 
steamboat or vessel, propelled-in whole or in part by steam, 

‘| who shall willfully increase and confine the steam 

'| boat or vessel, with intent. to propel her at a speed greater 
|| than her ordinary speed, on any pretext whatever, or wh? 
|| shall willfully run such boat or vessel at a speed greater 








her ordinary speed, against or with any other boat or vessel 
at a trial of speed, although no explosion or loss of life sll 
occur thereby, shail be guilty of a high misdemeanor, 

on conviction, shall be fined in any sum not exceeding five 
thousand dollars; and, also, that said committee inquire 


‘| into the expediency of requiring a printed eopy of the above 
|| entitled act, and the amendments that may be made thereto, 
to be kept at ail times in a public part of the cabin of 
boat or vessel, for the inspection of the passe: ; 
Mr. BENTON offered the following resolution 
which was considered and adopted: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States ber 
quested to eause to be communicated to the Senate 
of all the orders and instructions issued from Washit 
city, by heads of Departments and the Postmaster Gener! 
relative to the kind of money and bank notes rt 
| be paid put on account of the United Sjases or, the + 
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